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LEGASSICKE  –  FILLING  THE  GAPS
INTRODUCTION

As is the case with many families that have fairly uncommon surnames, tracing one’s LEGASSICKE roots in the U.K. back as far as about 1800 is – or should be – a relatively easy task.  With the help of the now well indexed census and civil registration records, it is possible to examine alternatives, in order to be pretty certain that one takes the right path when compiling a pedigree.  For the period before 1800 there is always the risk of making the wrong connections.  Even with as surname as unusual as Legassicke, it is easy to make mistakes when using the International Genealogical Index (IGI) as the main source for assembling a family tree.  The IGI, however splendid an index it is, does not show the complete picture by a long way.  As many researchers have found, when and if they have been able to consult the original parish registers, a person whom they had selected as their ancestor turns out to have died as an infant.  All sorts of other complications can arise from the extra details which do appear in those registers.  Furthermore, the original registers, though sometimes providing extra detail, were (sadly) not compiled with today’s family history researchers in mind – they often present confusing or only partial or sometimes inaccurate evidence, which fails to clarify family relationships.  Added to this is the problem of lost registers, or illegible entries.
The most recent Legassicke ancestor of the present writer was Prestwood Love Legassicke (1750-1823), who married the Revd. John Froude in Modbury, Devon, in 1769.  In his efforts to find this lady’s ancestry, the writer was immediately confronted with pre-1800 research, with all its attendant difficulties and doubts, including a large over-abundance of men named Henry Legassicke.

The purpose of this paper is fourfold – firstly, to offer some thoughts on the origins and shape of the earliest known Legassicke families; secondly, to offer possible solutions to some of the mysteries which have mystified other researchers of the clan; thirdly, to present information found from some fairly intensive research into old legal documents and other less accessible sources; fourthly, to promote discussion among Legassicke researchers as to the accuracy of trees and pedigrees that have already been produced, some of these having been published on the Internet.  

However, this monograph/paper should not have been written yet!  Some assumptions and suggestions in the text below are based on evidence that is selective and incomplete, and should thus be treated with caution.  That evidence will remain selective and incomplete until the early registers of all parishes from the Totnes area to Plymouth (round the southern edge of Dartmoor) have been scoured for LEGASSICKE entries.  This search should certainly include those parish registers that are said to be entered into the International Genealogical Index (IGI), from which burial entries need to be extracted.
  It appears that somewhere near a half of the parishes in this southern area of Devon are not included in the IGI.  Thus, the likelihood of some Legassicke baptisms, marriages and burials having taken place in those parishes is quite high, especially in those parishes that are adjacent to parishes where Legassickes are known to have lived.  A partial defence for writing this monograph now is that early lists – those compiled during the 1500s and 1600s – of Devon people paying taxes, being mustered for militias, becoming involved in court cases or swearing oaths of loyalty to the monarch, do not show any Legassickes living in parishes other than those mentioned below. 
Acknowledgements, and a note concerning this second edition

The first edition of this paper was distributed among a few Legassick(e) family history enthusiasts in September 2008.  The author’s fourth aim in writing this monograph, ‘to promote discussion’, has already been delightfully fulfilled.  That discussion has resulted in a considerable expansion of the text (notably in the third ‘chapter’), the addition of an appendix showing which Legassickes were married by licence and/or left wills, the addition of three further trees which attempt to show the make-up of the various London branches of the clan, and considerable amounts of revision to the original seven trees.  For inspiring and helping with these additions and amendments, the author would much like to acknowledge and thank the following people: 




Greg Legassick
(in Los Angeles)





Sue Simpson née Legassick





Peter Gallagher

In addition, the author would like to thank Guy Roberts, who throughout the writing of this paper has kindly supplied many intriguing and colourful facts found during his researches, all of which have been incorporated into the present text.  
Family History is never ‘finished’.  The new pieces of information that have been gathered from sundry people and sources during the last two months have probably increased the number of ‘loose ends’ and mysteries concerning Legassicke Clan history – and that’s good!  One intriguing mystery, provided by Sue Simpson, concerns some entries from the pre-1603 (but now lost) Ermington parish register, which were handed to her some years ago.  Where exactly these were found is not as yet clear, so it has not proved possible to substantiate them.  A great many other probable register entries, concerning baptisms, marriages and burials which almost certainly took place, both in Devon and London, have proved totally elusive.  They leave knots frustratingly untied.  In addition, what started out as hypotheses about relationships – especially where young men appear to have moved away from their home parishes and started families elsewhere – remain hypotheses.  Despite thorough research, no actual evidence has yet emerged to prove those relationships.  
It is tempting to go on and on trying to find the evidence to solve the mysteries.  But, occasionally a line has to be drawn, a project declared closed (at least temporarily), and the results printed out and made available to those who are interested.  That time, for the present author, is now!   
1. – LEGASSICKES IN THE 1500s & 1600s

Surname Origins and Distribution
The surname Legassicke may have been of French origin, the original name probably being something like Le Gassic.
  In the 1800s certain members of the clan did adopt a French style for their surname, calling themselves Le Gassick.  Also, from the 1500s at least, the surname of some members of the ‘clan’ was often written without the initial Le-, appearing as Gassick, Gazzack, etc.  

From mentions of the surname found in documents so far, it is possible that the first person (presumably a man, possibly from France) with the surname to settle in England chose somewhere in the county of Devon as his home, maybe (as will soon be revealed) in the parish of Ermington, not far east of Plymouth.  There are quite a few references to people with the surname in sundry Devon tax rolls, muster rolls and leases during the 1500s.  That was also the century during which registers of baptisms, marriages and burials started to be kept in each parish – from 1538.  Sadly it seems that the Devon parishes in which Legassickes lived, worked and multiplied were not those for which parish registers dating back into the 1500s have survived.  The IGI shows not a single ‘Legassicke’ baptism or marriage in Devon before the early 1600s, and no Legassicke baptisms or marriages in the 1500s have as yet been located in registers of the 40% of Devon parishes that are not covered by IGI.

However, it is equally possible that the surname was not French in origin at all.  Various Cornish deeds (of 1731, 1769 and 1804) mention a property named Legassick in the parish of St. Issey (near Padstow), while Symons’ Gazetteer of Cornwall (1884) lists Legossick in St. Issey, a farm of 69 acres.  This place name may well have been the colloquial shortening of a rather more Cornish sounding name – Langossocke.  The name Langossocke appears in a 1571 lease of land in St. Issey.  However, countering that theory, the Cornish place name Logoseke was recorded in 1419, and this may have been a development of the name Logodek found in 1315.
  Whether all these names referred to same property in the parish of St. Issey is not clear.  However, it is certainly possible that the surname Legassicke derived from a place name in Cornwall.  Furthermore, one isolated appearance of the surname has been located in a Court Roll for St. Columb Major for the year 1456/7.  A ‘John Legosek’ was listed among a few other names – it is not clear why.
  Did he perhaps live in the neighbouring parish of St. Issey?   From sundry sources (mentioned below) it is clear that people surnamed Legassicke (or something like it) did own Legossick in St. Issey in the 1500s and 1600s.  The 1664 Hearth Tax Roll for St. Issey shows the following:


John Beare for Legossacke


1 hearth


     
     the house fallen down and Andrew Legossack in Devon ? owner

There was an Andrew Legassick living in a sizeable house (4 hearths) in Yealmpton, Devon, in 1662.  It was very probably he who was the owner of the ruined house in St. Issey.
  So, had Andrew’s ancestors taken their surname from that property in St. Issey, or was it a happy coincidence that people with the surname Legassicke, coming from Devon (and maybe originally from France), later acquired ownership of a property in Cornwall with a name very similar to their surname?  The exact origins of the surname may not be determinable.  However it would seem more likely that those origins were Cornish, rather than French.
Mentions of the Surname in the 1500s 
Various lists of the Mediaeval period dating from 1195 to 1377, for example ‘feet of fines’, have been inspected without finding any mention of the surname Legassicke or variants of it.  The earliest document in which the surname has been found so far (besides that of 1456/7 mentioned above) dates from the early 1500s – in Devon.  The following listings of the surname have been found during that century, all in Devon (with one possible exception), in fact almost all in one parish in that county: 

1525
The roll of the Devon Subsidy (tax) collected that year showed just one man with the surname, John Lagasicke, who lived in Ermington and paid tax on his annual wages (not his land or his goods), which were estimated to be £1.  He was not a very wealthy man.

1531
In the marriage settlement between Simon Worth and Elizabeth Fortescue (which mentioned lands in Cornish parishes as far apart as Gwinear and Week St. Mary) two attorneys were appointed ‘to deliver seisin’, one being John Lagasok.
  Where this man lived or worked is not indicated.
1544
The Devon Subsidy for this year showed similarly just one Legassicke.  John Lagasocke, living in Ermington, was taxed on £15 worth of goods.  The John listed in 1525 – or his son (possibly the attorney) – had obviously prospered in the nineteen intervening years.

1558
A deed concerning church lands in Kingston, Devon, contains a list of names, which include Henry Legassicke of Ermington (1042/16 Hatch etc. at the Plymouth and West Devon Record Office). 

1569
There were four men named Legassicke listed in the Muster Roll of able-bodied men in Devon compiled that year, all four of them living in Ermington, namely:


Henry Lagasycke

Goods & £7 + 1 caliver



Henry Lagasike


Pikeman



Henry Lagasike


Pikeman


Thomas Lagasike              
Billman

1581 
The Devon Subsidy list for this year just showed only one man with the surname, namely Henry Lagasycke, who lived in Ermington and was taxed on £10 worth of goods. 

1596
A marriage licence was issued to Thomas Lagazacke Esq. and Thomasine Fleet, no place of abode being given for either groom or bride (Devon and Cornwall Marriage Licences).
As was mentioned above, the earliest parish register entries for the surname are found right at the beginning of the 1600s.  Between 1600 and 1620 Legassicke baptisms, marriages and burials were certainly recorded in three Devon parishes, namely Ermington (a parish 10 miles due east of Plymouth), Dean Prior (a parish about 9 miles north-east of Ermington) and Little Hempston (the parish immediately north of the town of Totnes, and 7 miles east of Dean Prior).  By 1632 a fourth parish, Yeamlpton (immediately west of Ermington), can be added to the list. 
Legassickes in Ermington in the 1600s
Concerning Legassickes in Ermington a small amount of ‘reconstruction’ of families before 1603 (the start of the register)
 can be made.  Documents concerning an extraordinary case heard in 1611 at the Court of the Star Chamber
 indicate that a Henry Legassicke was baptised in Ermington in 1596 and that he had a younger brother, Andrew (presumably b.c.1600).  They were the children of John Legassicke and his wife Margery.  John died four and half years before the court case, and was almost certainly the man whose burial (as ‘John the elder’) was recorded in Ermington in 1606.  This John was an eldest son, probably born around 1570.  He predeceased his father, whose name was Henry and who was probably born around 1535.  This Henry was alive at the time of the court case, and was buried in Ermington possibly in 1612, or in 1627.  The documents also show that John had a younger brother named Richard, who in 1610 was visiting – or just possibly living in – Camelford, Cornwall.  The Andrew Legassicke mentioned above was said in one document concerning the court case to have inherited Legassock in St. Issey from his grandfather Henry.  It is not clear why this property was given to a younger son, but (as will become apparent shortly) Henry, Andrew’s elder brother, may well have inherited other property from his grandfather, in the parish of Little Hempston.

In brief, the Star Chamber Case was brought by Margery Legassicke, the mother of young Henry Legassicke, against Henry Betty of St. Issey, the tenant farmer at Legassock, who in about 1609 took young Henry Legassicke in as his ward, with the blessing of Margery Legassicke.  However, on 15 July 1610 young Henry Legassicke, ‘gent’, who may still have been a minor, was rather hastily married to Henry Betty’s daughter Thomasine, the ceremony almost certainly being illegal, the licence for it having been acquired well after the marriage had taken place.  The young couple may have spent one night together, but seemingly separated after that.  Essentially Margery accused Henry Betty of abusing the terms of the wardship and abducting her son.  She and her son Henry disclaimed the marriage.  The marriage may well have been annulled, since it was almost certainly the same Henry Legassicke who later married in Brixton, Devon, in 1619 (see below).    
Back in Ermington at least three Legassicke males were having children between 1603 and 1620.  These were Richard (possibly the man who was later in Camelford), Henry (who may later have moved to Dean Prior) and John (presumably ‘the younger’, and an almost contemporary cousin of the John ‘the elder’ who died in 1606).  The Henry just above may have been the same man who, with his wife Mary, leased ‘a cottage’ in Ermington from Sir William Strode.
  The marriages of five Legassicke ladies took place in the parish between 1609 and 1628.  Two of these ‘girls’ are known to have been the daughters of John Legassicke (‘the younger’), whose will was proved in 1650.
  The other three have not been identified.  There is no male Legassicke marriage recorded in the Ermington register until 1627.
  Burials during the same period suggest that a good number of different (but no doubt closely related) Legassicke families were living in the parish at the time.  Mary, the wife of George, was buried in 1607, and Margerie Legassicke, widow (presumably the mother of Henry and Andrew, and the lady who featured in the Star Chamber case), was buried in 1628.  When the Protestation Oath in support of King Charles was signed in 1641, five Legassicke males in Ermington (all supposedly aged over 16) signed or made their mark, namely Richard,
 George, Christopher, John and Michael. 
Despite these various known facts (and the even more precise details known about one family, mentioned above), putting together any kind of tree of the early Ermington Legassickes is very difficult indeed, due to the very limited information about families in the parish prior to 1603.  Furthermore, it has been noted above that in 1569 there were three adult men in parish named Henry Legassicke.  The confusion resulting from this could well further handicap any endeavour to create an accurate family tree of the early Legassickes in Ermington.  Nevertheless an outline tree, showing the relationships that are known and a few other details, has been prepared – TREE 1.
A certain Henry Legassick of ‘Hollacombe’ in Devon left a will – now lost – in 1606.  There are at least 12 places in Devon with the name Hollacombe (sundry spellings), including a parish in north-west Devon.  Among the twelve places is a Hollowcombe Farm in Ermington.  Since almost no traces of Legassickes living outside Ermington have been found in the 1500s, there would seem to be a chance that this man also lived in Ermington.  However, Henry Legassick, the maker of the will, does not appear to have been buried in Ermington.
The Legassickes seems to have ‘thrived’ in Ermington throughout at least half of the 1600s,
 but by the end of the century all the families had moved away, mostly into the neighbouring parishes of Holbeton, Yealmpton and predominantly Modbury.   Lewis Legassicke (b.1646) and his family, who definitely moved from Ermington to Modbury, will be mentioned shortly.
Legassickes in Dean Prior in the 1600s

The parish register for Dean Prior has survived back to 1557.  However, the first mention of a ‘Legassicke’ there is the baptism of Jone Gassak, daughter of Henry, in 1605.  It is possible that the Henry Legassicke who had an unnamed daughter baptised in Ermington in 1604 may have moved to 
Dean Prior not long after.
  However there is no actual evidence to substantiate this.  This first Henry Legassicke of Dean Prior was apparently married to a lady named Joane, whose burial was recorded in 1626/7, Henry himself being buried in 1642/3.  The surname in both cases showed the initial Le-.

A somewhat sketchy family tree of the Legassickes of Dean Prior has been assembled – TREE 5.  The name Henry was certainly an important one for the family, the Henry mentioned above having a second son named Henry in 1611 – the first having died as an infant – who probably had a son Henry in 1649, who in turn had a son Henry in 1682 (who died as an infant).  The Henry who married in Dean Prior in 1717 was probably the son (b.1691) of William Legassicke, whose birth and baptism had probably taken place during the Commonwealth period.  The parish register was certainly kept during this period, though it appears that a Puritan minister displaced the vicar in 1653 for a few years.  Maybe the Legassickes voted with their feet, either going somewhere else to have their children baptised, or not having them baptised at all.  There are similar uncertainties concerning the birth of a John Legassicke who had children in Dean Prior in the 1690s.  No Legassicke appears in the 1674 Hearth Tax list for Dean Prior, which is odd.  Maybe they were among the four illegible entries for poor people in the parish.  

Unfortunately no wills of any Legassickes of Dean Prior have survived – if any did in fact make a will – to help clarify relationships.  There are no baptism entries for Legassickes in Dean Prior after 1729, though people with the surname were buried there for another forty years.  It appears from naming patterns that at least three of the children of the last but one Henry Legassicke born in Dean Prior (in 1691) moved to neighbouring Buckfastleigh.  William Legassick (b.1696), younger brother of this Henry, may have moved further afield – to West Alvington, near Kingsbridge.  The Legassickes of both Buckfastleigh and the Kingsbridge area will be described in the third ‘chapter’ of this paper.  What is not absolutely clear, but nonetheless seems pretty certain, is that the Legassickes of Dean Prior seem to have diverged from the Legassickes of Ermington at the beginning of the 1600s, and therefore do not connect directly after that time with the better documented Legassickes of Modbury. 
Legassickes in Yealmpton in the 1600s

It is more convenient to cover the Yealmpton Legassickes next.  The earliest surviving register for this parish commences in 1600.  The first mention of a Legassicke in the parish was in the marriage licence issued in May1632 for Andrew Legassicke and Joan Slade, ‘both of Yalmpton’.  The marriage itself seems to have taken place elsewhere.  This Andrew Legassicke was almost certainly born in Ermington in about 1600, the son of John and Margery.  Andrew and Joan Legassicke had four children baptised in Yealmpton between 1636 and 1646, named Margery, John, Joan and Henry.  Did they perhaps have other children elsewhere?  Strangely Andrew Legassicke seems to have signed the 1641 Protestation (as Andrew Gassick) in Newton Ferrers rather than in ‘Galmpton’, though he did pay 1shilling tax in Yealmpton in the 1647 Devon Assessment.  As was mentioned earlier he had a fair sized house in Yealmpton in the 1660s and also may have owned property in St. Issey, Cornwall.  There is no sign that he or any of his descendants had children in Cornwall.    
Other people surname Legassicke did indeed live and produce families in Yealmpton during the 1600s and 1700s.  There seems to be a good chance that they were all descendants of Andrew – see TREE 2, but there are uncertainties about this.  Couples named John and Philippa Legassick and John and Bridget Legassick will be mentioned shortly.
[At this point in the story a little aside is necessary.   People with considerable estates and property had their wills proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC), whereas people with smaller estates had their wills proved in the county in which they died.  As is fairly well known, all wills proved in Devon before 1796 perished during the blitz of Exeter in 1942.  Fortunately, well before that date indexes of the wills proved in sundry different courts in Devon had been compiled, printed and published by The British Record Society............ with the notable exception of one court.  
People who died within the Archdeaconry of Totnes, which covered most of the south and south-west of the county, could and mostly did have their wills proved in the Archdeaconry Court in that town.  Sadly, no transcribers or indexers seem to have got round to producing a printed index of these wills.  So, not only were the wills themselves lost in 1942, but also all original indexes of them.   We know of the earlier existence of several of these lost Totnes Archdeaconry wills mostly as a result of those wills being contested, or because the wills are mentioned in other court cases.  It is absolutely certain that there were several Legassicke wills proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Totnes, two of which were made by Legassicke men who lived in Little Hempston.  They are mentioned below.]
Legassickes in Little Hempston in the 1600s 

The surviving parish registers of Little Hempston commence in 1539.   Unfortunately, however, there is a substantial gap in the register between 1603 and 1653, during which period there was a ‘thriving’ Legassicke family living in the parish.  Loose register pages exist partially covering the years 1616, 1617 and 1645, and Bishop’s Transcripts (BTs) of the register covering another 12 of the 50 missing years have survived.
  But the small number of these surviving records is not sufficient to give a clear picture of the Legassicke family living in Little Hempston during that period.  Fortunately, other documentary evidence supplies details of the family.
The Legassickes of Little Hempston were obviously an important family in the mid to late 1600s.  The names of most of them at their burials were prefixed by ‘Mr’ or ‘Mrs’ (the latter often indicating a spinster, Mistress, rather than a wife or widow).  This indicates a certain social standing, perhaps second only to the Bogan family of Gatcombe in the parish.  Gatcombe, a sizeable estate, had been purchased earlier by one of the Bogans, the family having made their money as merchants trading out of both Totnes and Southampton.  Surprisingly, when an assessment was made for tax purposes in Little Hempston in 1647, the Legassickes paid 8s 4d while the Bogans only paid 3s 8d.  
The head of the Legassicke family in Little Hempston was named – like so many others – Henry.   He married by licence in 1619 a young lady from Brixton, Devon, named Jane Bartlett.
  Though no records of baptism of any daughters of this couple have survived, it is certain from one document that this couple had daughters named Jane, Elizabeth and Wilmot,
 and equally certain from another document that these three girls had an elder sister, who was named Margery and who had married Edward Palke at Little Hempston in 1646.
  Henry and Jane Legassicke named their first son John (baptised in Little Hempston in 1620).  With eldest children named John and Margery, there would seem to be a very high possibility that this Henry Legassicke of Little Hempston was the same person as the Henry baptised in Ermington in 1596,
 son of John and Margery, the lad who had had a rather premature experience of marriage in Cornwall nine years before.

One could reasonably presume that Henry and Jane Legassicke named their second son Henry, though no baptismal record has survived.  However, the 1641 Protestation Roll for Little Hempston did in fact list Henry Legassicke Snr. and Henry Legassicke Jnr.  If indeed their son Henry was born in about 1623/4/5, he would have been over 16 in 1641 and therefore entitled to sign the Protestation Roll.  A dispute concerning the estates of Henry Legassicke, both Snr. and Jnr., of Little Hempston (to be mentioned shortly) confirms the existence of Henry, son of Henry.  The Protestation list did not include John Legassicke (the eldest son), who must have died young.
  Henry and Jane’s ‘next’ son, baptised in 1629, they named William, while their last son was baptised in 1633/4 and named John, the same as his deceased eldest brother.  
Since a considerable amount is known about the sons and daughters of Henry and Jane Legassicke of Little Hempston, they will be treated in a separate section.  Of their father little is known save that he seems to have died in 1663 a fairly wealthy man, with property in both Little Hempston, Devon, and St. Issey, Cornwall.  He left a will, one of those proved in the Archdeaconry of Totnes, which has not survived.  It is not known when his wife Jane died.
The Sons and Daughters of Henry and Jane Legassicke of Little Hempston 
The eldest surviving son, Henry Legassicke Jnr. (c.1624-1669/70), only survived his father by about seven years.  He did not marry, and died without issue.  In 1665 a deed was drawn up between Henry Legassicke Jnr. and Thomas Rich, gent. of Worthell(?), Devon, and John Bartlett, woollen draper of Exeter, concerning Henry’s father’s lands.  It seems that this deed was not a mortgage, but rather an agreed plan as to the future ownership of these lands.  Henry may have perceived a need for this, because, for various reasons (probably in agreement with his siblings), he had not executed his father’s will.  This deed was cited in the various court cases that took place after Henry Legassicke Jnr’s death, cases to be mentioned shortly.  The deed document itself has not survived.   Henry Jnr. also left a will, almost certainly proved at Totnes (c.1670) but now lost.
Concerning William Legassicke, the next son, an extraordinary piece of evidence has come to light.  In 1661 a poet named Thomas Jordan (c.1620-1685?) published a set of poems which included the following – An Acrostical Eulogie, written on the worthy name of Mr. William Legassick, second son to Mr. Henry Legassick, of Little Hempstead [sic] in Devon.  The lines start alternately with the letters in WL’s Christian name and surname.  It is an exceedingly flattering poem, sufficient to expand William’s halo considerably!
With a heart free from Flatteries fair crimes,




Let me salute you in these rural Rhymes:




I must confess the favours you have done




Exceed my best Congratulation.




Love (whose bright Laws you never disobey)




Guides you to do more than a Verse can pay;




Learning and those accommodations which




Amplifie Nature, and make Spirits rich,



Improve their fertile Faculties, and do




Shine forth the brighter, ’cause they dwel in you:




A great Apostle ’twas that said, if I




Speak Angels language without Charity,




My words are but as tinkling Cimbals.  You




Imitate him, have Love and Learning too:




Christ guard your Family, and may your Name




Keep up, till all the world flye in a flame.


William Legassicke was described in the title of the poem as the second son.  He was obviously an adult at the time when the poem was written, and definitely had an elder brother living at the time, namely Henry Legassicke Jnr. of Little Hempston.  The author of the poem cannot have known of the deceased eldest son in the family, whereby William was actually the third son.
Despite having a poem written about his virtues, William seems to have made a total financial mess of his life.  He moved to Southwark in around 1660 and set up as a ‘silk weaver’.  He seems to have used the distance between Devon and London to conceal several illegal and fraudulent financial dealings.  In fact he appears to have been a totally untrustworthy person.  In 1670 William was involved in a court case in London, in which a friend of his (or maybe someone acting on his behalf) had borrowed £100 from a certain Jane Pratt, using some silk as security for the loan.
  Jane Pratt said that, “William Legassicke pretended a great deal of skill in silk, it being his trade”, but the silk goods she had been offered as security were below weight and of poor quality.  
William Legassicke seems to have died in 1678, the year in which at least eight of his creditors commenced a case against his ‘executors’ in the Court of Chancery.
  The amount of William’s debts exceeded £900.  The several creditors of William Legassicke, the complainants in the 1678 Chancery case, made their case as follows:
Henry Legassicke [father of William] being seized in fee of .............. messuages lands tenements in Hempston Devon and of .......... messuages lands called Legassick in Cornwall and of a lease of a tenement called Buckyett in Hempston for 99 years ............. and a personal estate of £1,100 ......... by his will dated 24 June 1663 [buried on 20 Dec 1663] left these to his son Henry and his issue .......... and for lack of such to his son William and his issue........... and for default thereof to son John and his issue male ..........  and to his daughters Jane, Elizabeth and Wilmot Legassick £160 each ............. etc., etc.  Henry, the eldest son, was named as executor in his father’s will, but had died [ buried on 24 March 1669/70] without issue and without administering his father’s will, bequeathing all his goods to Jane, Elizabeth and Wilmot Legassick. 
Because the last three ladies (rather than the youngest son, John) seemed to have inherited the Legassicke wealth and, since they were the executors of their brother Henry Legassicke Jnr.’s will (and possibly by then owners/leaseholders of the property mentioned in the deed), they became the defendants in the case.  Another part of the complaint mentions William’s son, Andrew Legassicke, as the tenant at Legassick in Cornwall, which is both confusing and inaccurate.  The tenant Andrew was in fact William’s uncle, who had died in Yealmpton in 1676, presumably having sublet the land.  Andrew probably never lived at Legassick.
The estate at Legassick in St. Issey and the leasehold estate called Buckyeat in Little Hempston were the cause of bitter disputes for a number of years.
  As far as can be ascertained from these various court cases the situation was this.  In 1663 Henry Legassicke Snr. of Little Hempston died.  In 1665 his eldest son Henry executed a deed re the estates in St. Issey and Buckyeat with Thomas Rich and John Bartlett.  The estates were to be for Henry’s own use and that of his heirs.  If he died without heirs, they were to pass to his younger brother William for two years, as long as William paid £200 each to his three unmarried sister [£40 more each than had been stated in his father’s will, which Henry Jnr. had not executed, presumably because he did not wish to sell land to raise the money for the £160 legacies given to each of his sisters by their father].  
Henry Legassicke Jnr. of Little Hempston died in 1669/70.  William, his younger brother, took over the land, but after two years had not paid anything to his sisters, so the lands came to his sisters by default.  However, in the meantime, William had mortgaged the lands to George Peterson, salter of Southwark, for £500, presumably without informing members of his family.  In 1677 William Legassicke was involved in a court case with his mortgagee, George Peterson.  The case concerned the land in Buckyeat, which William had rented to William Full back in 1671.  It seems that William Legassicke was still receiving the rents from this land, whereas the rents should have been going to Peterson.  William then in 1675 sub-leased the Buckyeat land to Simon Bellamy, who had married Elizabeth Legassicke, William’s sister.
  William basically had no right to sub-let these lands, because they were already mortgaged.  William still promised to settle up with his sisters bur never did, so they sold the Cornish land to John Beauford, possibly the Vicar of St. Columb Major.  Then, needless to say, John Beauford and William his son, the new ‘owners’, and George Peterson, the ‘mortgagee’, were up in arms against each other.  The whole tangled affair created by William Legassicke is so unpleasant, that it is hard to imagine how the poet Thomas Jordan can have so misjudged the subject of his eulogy.  William himself does not appear to have left a will – it appears he had nothing to leave except his debts.  The outcome of the case brought by William Legassicke’s creditors in 1678 has not been determined.  
On a more personal note, sometime back in the 1650s William married a lady named Anne, and had a son, Henry, born in London in 1660.  By 1690 the next generation was involved in trying to sort out the mess that William had left.  John Wood of Southwark offered to pay off the mortgage on the Legassicke family lands in order to be able to provide a start in life for his daughter Mary, who had recently married Henry Legassicke, son of William Legassicke ‘deceased’.  But John Wood seems to have come up against the stumbling block of mortgaged land that had been sold illegally.  
As a little interesting ‘aside’, young Henry Legassicke (b.1660) married Mary Wood at St. James, Duke’s Place, in the City, in 1688.  That church had extraordinarily lax rules, whereby couples could get married there without a licence, without banns being called, and without the consent of either set of parents.  Between 1644 and 1691 some 40,000 couples were married in the church, after which the rules were tightened and people needing a ‘clandestine’ marriage went elsewhere.  One can only wonder why Henry and Mary chose to marry there – it appears that her father was present.  The baptism of only one child of theirs has so far been located, a son named John, who was baptised at St. Olave, Southwark, in 1702.  At the time Henry was described as a dyer.
 

Returning briefly to the three Legassicke sisters, Jane, Elizabeth and Wilmot, mentioned above, they had had another case to contend with during the previous year, 1677.  They had to answer a claim by Jane Burrington née Palke, wife of John Burrington and granddaughter of the late Henry Legassick Snr. of Little Hempston.  Jane’s late mother, Margery Palke née Legassicke, had been a legatee in Henry’s will.  Because Henry Legassicke Jnr. had died without administering his father’s will, Jane Burrington was making a claim against her aunts.
  The outcome of this case is not known either.  
Returning to more pleasant matters, finally in the family of Henry and Jane Legassicke of Little Hempston there was their youngest son, John (b.1633/4).  Facts about this John Legassicke are beginning to emerge.  He is recorded in documents as having been a doctor in Kingsbridge in 1665.
  The parish register of Kingsbridge show the baptisms of two daughters of ‘Mr John Legassicke and Elizabeth his wife’, namely Elizabeth (b.1661) and Jane (b.1664).  It would appear that in about 1666 this family moved to Totnes, a son John being born there to ‘Mr John Legassicke’ that year, and a daughter Elizabeth being buried.  The mother’s name was not given in the Totnes register.  
Infuriatingly it has not proved possible to find the marriage of this John Legassicke, the sometime doctor.  Several researchers are convinced (for very good reasons) that he married a Miss Bogan.  The will (proved at PCC) of Walter Bogan of Gatcombe (c.1622-1676) mentions ‘my nephew John Legassicke’.  This could be either John Legassicke Snr. or his 10 year old son.  Looking at dates, it seems more likely that John Legassicke Snr. (b.1633/4) married Walter Bogan’s sister, and that the ‘nephew’ mentioned in the will was John Legassicke Jnr. (b.1666/7).  Walter Bogan’s father, William, made his will in 1658 (proved in PCC the same year), and this very detailed will does not mention a daughter married to a Legassicke, indicating that the marriage probably took place between 1658 (William Bogan’s death) and 1661 (the birth of Elizabeth).  William Bogan had two unmarried daughters at the time of his death, Prothesia and Elizabeth.  From the evidence in the Kingsbridge register it seems almost certain that it was Elizabeth Bogan who married John Legassicke.  
John and Elizabeth Legassicke must have moved away from Totnes at some time – neither of them was buried there, nor in Kingsbridge.
  It is quite possible that the couple moved for a time to London, where a son Henry was born to ‘John and Elizabeth Legassicke’ in 1668.  In 1666/7 John Legassicke, gent. of Totnes brought a case in chancery against Edmund and George Reynell.  It appears that these men had mortgaged two grist mills or water mills called Malston in the parish of Sherford to John Legassicke back in about 1660, for £200.  If the Reynells had paid John Legassicke £200 at his house in Kingsbridge by a certain date, ‘then the deed would be void’.  However, the Reynells had paid neither the £200 nor the interest on the loan, so John Legassicke was claiming ownership of the mills.  This is yet another case the outcome of which is not known.  
In 1671 John Legassicke got involved in a further case concerning a loan he had made in 1659 (when he was living in Kingsbridge) to Stephen Ford.
  There was then a debt within a debt, and matters had become tortuous and intractable.  In 1671 John Legassicke was said to be ‘of Little Hempston’.    
It is 99.9% certain that this John Legassicke and his wife Elizabeth (née Bogan) were the parents of the John Legassicke (1666/7-1714/5), who later became the Rector of Little Hempston.   The first Legassicke to go to Oxford or Cambridge (in about 1686) was ‘John, son of John Legassicke of Hempston Parva, Devon, pleb.’  The abbreviation ‘pleb.’ simply noted that the man was not considered a gentleman, and was possibly earning his living through some trade.  However, that conflicts with the evidence that John Legassicke Snr. was a doctor and was referred to as ‘Mr’ in parish registers.  Is it possible that an endeavour to pay off some of his deceased brother William’s debts had left John Legassicke, the doctor, in straightened and un-gentlemanlike circumstances?
However, some money must have been found to send young John to Oxford.  The £5 left by Uncle Walter Bogan should have helped, and perhaps his mother had brought some further Bogan money to the marriage.  John Legassicke Jnr. matriculated at Hart College (later Oriel College) on 26 March 1686, aged ‘18’.  He was actually a year older, having been baptised in Totnes on 21 February 1666/7.  John received his B.A. in 1689, and his M.A. in 1692, and was ordained a priest the same year in Oxford.  In about 1697 was appointed Rector of Little Hempston.  During his tenure there he became involved in a lengthy court case.  Apparently he had been appointed one of four executors in trust by Walter Bogan (1664-1702/3) to look after the interests of Walter’s son William, and to recover certain debts.
  A lot of papers from this case have survived, and it became a test case.
  John Legassicke, Rector of Little Hempston, filled in and signed the registers there from 1697 to January 1714/5.  It would appear that he died in Exeter the following month.  ‘Mr John Leggassick’ was buried in the chancel of St. Martin’s Church, in the Cathedral Close, on 26 February 1714/5.  It is almost certain he was a bachelor.  He made his will in 1714, but it was not proved until 1718.

The Will of John Legassicke of Buckyeat in Little Hempston, Clerk ........... proved 1718

Because this will mentions so many relatives, a list of beneficiaries is given here:



My aunt Wilmot Legassicke


Elizabeth (‘commonly called’), eldest daughter of my cousin Henry Legassicke of Modbury

My cousin John Legassicke of Yealmpton and to his sister Elizabeth


My cousin Henry Palke


My cousins 

Elizabeth Bogan, widow [of Walter, for whom the testator was a trustee]


William Bogan Esq [the late Walter’s son]


James Woolston Esq and his wife [who was Elizabeth née Bogan, dau. of Walter]



Mary, Jane and Ann Bogan [sisters of William and Elizabeth]



John Full the elder and his wife [who was Joane née Bogan, the testator’s aunt]



Henry Palke and his wife [probably the son of his deceased Aunt Margery]
Henry Legassicke of Modbury [attorney], his wife, his two sons Henry the younger 
and James, and his daughters Frances Avent and Anne Legassicke



Pascoe Legassicke and his wife [of Modbury, brother of the attorney]


Nicholas Roe of Totnes and his wife [relationship undiscovered]



Charles Courtis of Brixham and his wife [relationship undiscovered] 

To my cousin Henry Legassick a messuage at Buckyeat and closes called Lulliford also a 

     tenement of Uphill in Withecombe in possession of Robert Smerdon

Residue to my cousin Henry Legassicke
Witnesses included Pascoe Legassicke and Charles Legassicke.
The layout of the will might suggest that, after his Aunt Wilmot, the following four beneficiaries were his godchildren, named before the long list of ‘cousins’.  It seems a little strange that Pascoe Legassicke of Modbury was both a witness and a potential beneficiary.  Was that legal?  It is probable that the will was made and signed in Modbury.  The Revd. John Legassicke’s (JL) Bogan ‘cousins’, the widow and children of the late Walter Bogan for whom JL was a trustee, seem to clinch the argument that JL’s mother was née Bogan.  
What is absolutely clear is that JL felt closest to his cousin Henry Legassicke of Modbury, and that this was the Henry who was the attorney there.   JL’s major bequests were all to this Henry Legassicke and members of Henry’s family.  Though the will does not indicate precise relationships there is good reason to believe that John and Elizabeth Legassicke of Yealmpton were the son and daughter of John Legassicke and Philip(pa) née Andrews.  This last John (mentioned again below) may or may not have been the elder brother of Pascoe.  However, as will be shown shortly, it is now clear that Henry Legassicke, attorney of Modbury, and Pascoe Legassicke of Modbury were brothers.
More about the Little Hempston Legassickes

A few other tiny details concerning the Little Hempston family should be noted.  In 1678 ‘Mrs. Jane Legassicke’ contributed 6d towards the rebuilding of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London.  She was one of those listed in the subscription list for Little Hempston.
  It was probably the same lady who was buried in the parish in 1703.  She was almost certainly a spinster, like her sister Wilmot, who was buried in 1718.  Two further burials in Little Hempston were of a William Legassicke (also in 1703) and an Anne Legassicke (in 1716).  It is not clear how either William or Anne were related to the main family there ............................. unless the debt-ridden fraudster of Southwark had not actually died in 1678, but had merely conveniently ‘disappeared’ from the London area, with his wife, and had returned to his home-ground in Devon.
Initially, the details in the will above and the identity of the residuary legatee strongly suggested that the Rector’s father, John Legassicke, and the father of Henry Legassicke, attorney of Modbury, were brothers.  However this cannot have been the case.  The attorney’s father was certainly named Henry, but, as is made apparent by the details in one of the court cases mentioned above, Henry Legassicke Jnr. of Little Hempston (b.c.1624) died unmarried in 1669/70.  The Revd. John Legassicke cannot therefore have been a first cousin of his residuary legatee.  So, how were they in fact related?  The next chapter will suggest a possible relationship.
2. – EARLY LEGASSICKES OF MODBURY

A ‘red Herring’ and a Rabage Mystery
Henry Legassicke, attorney of Modbury, gave his first daughter (1679-1742/3) the unusual Christian name Rabage.
  It is logical to suppose that this name had been that of one of the child’s ancestors.  This would lend support to the theory that, despite the lack of a baptism for the attorney, his parents were Henry Legassicke, cordwainer of Modbury, and his wife Rabage née Babbin (or Baboney). 
  If the attorney’s father was a cordwainer, then perhaps that cordwainer was also involved in other profitable business activities, providing enough income to have his son trained as an attorney.  As will be mentioned shortly, evidence has emerged to prove that Henry, the cordwainer, was indeed the father of Henry, the attorney.  However, for a while another possibility was considered as to why the attorney named his eldest daughter Rabage.
Back in 1633 a certain George Legassicke of Ermington (for whom no baptism has been found) married Elizabeth Hunwill.  Their first child (bapt. 1634) they named Henry, but he must have died young.  Their fifth child (bapt. 1646) they named Lewis, of whom more in a moment.  Their eighth child (bapt. 1655) they named Henry.  Lewis Legassicke’s marriage has not been located, nor is anything known about his occupation, but he settled with his wife Alice in Modbury, and in 1670 Alice gave birth to a daughter who was baptised with the name ‘Rabage’.  Why?  Because the maiden name of Alice, the mother, is not known, it is not possible to tell whether Alice’s family included anyone with this unusual Christian name.   Could the choice of name have had anything to do with the marriage in Modbury in 1653 of Henry Legassicke and Rabage Babbin?  This seems rather unlikely.  However, as was pointed out above, Lewis Legassicke had a younger brother Henry born in 1655.  A young man born in 1655 could well marry in 1678, so was it Lewis’s brother Henry who married Elizabeth Pottle and spent his life practising as an attorney?  And did the attorney name his eldest child Rabage for the same reason that Lewis gave that name to his eldest child, whatever that reason was?  For a while this seemed a possible scenario.
What seemed less likely was that the youngest son in a family of eight (though at least one of those died young) should be able to receive a legal training.  George Legassicke, this young Henry’s father, may well have been dead by 1674, since he does not appear in the Hearth Tax list for Ermington.  He might though have been living in Ugborough in 1674, where a George Legassicke was taxed on one hearth.  Whether this young Henry’s father George was alive or not, how – without good connections – might the money have been raised to get this young man a legal training?
These reservations about the attorney’s father being named George were eventually proved valid when details of another court case were found.  
The Cordwainer and his Son, the Attorney
In 1679 ‘Henry Legassicke, the elder of Modbury, cordwainer’, brought a case in Chancery against Arthur Trenicke, Joan Trenicke widow, and Ambrose Fortescue.
  The background to the case recorded in the surviving documents is fascinating.  Henry had on 1 Apr 23 Chas II (1661) lent £40 to Arthur Trenicke of Ugborough, gent., and had  on 30 Sept 27 Chas II (1665) lent him a further £20.  The terms of the loan were that it should be repaid on 30 May 30 Chas II (1668).  The loan had not been repaid, despite frequent requests from Henry.  At the suggestion of ‘his attorney, Henry Legassicke the younger’ – not referred to as his son – Henry Legassicke the elder had distrained (confiscated) cattle from Arthur Trenicke’s property and impounded them in Modbury.  These cattle were valued at £28 8s, a bit less than half the debt Henry Legassicke claimed was owed to him.  Joan Trenicke and Ambrose Fortescue had brought a case of trespass and unlawful impounding against Henry Legassicke the elder, and had won.  Henry had to pay £53 damages as well as costs.  During this case Henry Legassicke had learned that Arthur Trenicke had repaid a debt of £400 to Joan Trenicke widow and Ambrose Fortescue, and had then left the area.  Presumably part of that debt repayment was Arthur Trenicke’s herd of cattle, which now belonged to Joan Trenicke and Ambrose Fortescue.  However, Henry Legassicke the elder did not see why the debt owing to him should not also be paid, so took all three of them to court.

The answer to the complaint of Henry Legassicke the elder was given by Joan Trenicke and Ambrose Fortescue.  Their answer also went over the pre-history of the case, and mentioned that, after the impounding of their cattle, they had brought a case ‘against the complainant and Henry Legassicke his sonne (who practised as an attorney in the said court at Trematon)’.  They seemed perfectly certain of the relationship between the two Henrys, and it seems that it was merely propriety which prevented Henry Legassicke the elder from stating in his complaint that his attorney, Henry Legassicke the younger, was actually his son.  Needless to say, Joan Trenicke and Ambrose Fortescue claimed to have no knowledge of any debt owed by Arthur Trenicke to Henry Legassicke the elder, and claimed it certainly was not their business anyway.  The result of the case is not known, but it would appear that the likelihood of Henry Legassicke the elder ever recovering the debt was very low.   It is possible that the same dispute rumbled on after Henry Legassicke the elder’s death.  Another chancery case dated 1698 had a Fortescue as complainant and Rabige Legassicke, widow of Henry, as defendant.
  It is not at all clear what this case was about, but the fact that Rabige had won an action against the Fortescues four years earlier was noted in the complaint.
Possible origins for Henry Legassicke, cordwainer of Modbury
Having fairly conclusively established the fact that the cordwainer was the attorney’s father, what were the origins of Henry Legassicke the elder (HLE) of Modbury, who had married there back in 1653?  Assuming that he married between the ages of 20 and 30 – his wife, Rabbage Babbin was probably 24 at the time – then HLE was probably born between 1623 and 1633.  With the exception of Little Hempston (whose register between 1603 and 1653 is lost), all those parishes where Legassickes are at present known to have lived had functioning parish registers between 1623 and 1633.  All those registers have survived.  So, HLE’s baptism should (with luck) be apparent.  Having discounted the likelihood of the Henry born in Dean Prior in 1611 and the Henry born in Yealmpton in 1646, and having seemingly eliminated the possibility that HLE was very closely connected to the Little Hempston family, then seemingly only one possibility remains.
In Ermington in October 1627 yet another Henry Legassicke married Joan Barron – see TREE 1.  The couple had two children both baptised in Ermington, namely Richard (b.1628) and Henry (b.1631).  Henry, the father, died in mid 1633, leaving a will (now lost) which was proved in the same year.  Fortunately, prior to the 1942 destruction of Devon wills, a certain Mr Murray made abstracts of a huge number of Devon wills – among these was the 1633 will of Henry Legassicke, yeoman of Ermington.  The abstract made by Mr Murray was very brief, indicating only that the testator mentioned Richard, his eldest son, Henry his youngest son, and Johan his wife, who was sole executrix.  The witnesses included Richard Legassicke, the elder.  [Was this man perhaps the father of the testator?]  After Henry’s death what happened to the young widow, Joan, and her two small children?  It seems likely she was the lady named ‘Joanna Barnes [sic] alias Legassicke of Ermington’, who was mentioned in the marriage licence granted to Richard Cleine, also of Ermington, on 21 Feb 1634/5.
  No record of the actual marriage has been found in Ermington or elsewhere.
Neither of the two boys, Richard and Henry Legassicke, married in Ermington – it would appear that they moved away from that parish.  Did they move to Modbury?  A document concerning the inheritance of a lease indicates that a certain Richard Legassick, tanner of Modbury, had married between 1646 and 1655 Elizabeth Ivy(e), the daughter of Andrew Ivy(e), mercer of Plymouth.
  The couple did in fact marry in Modbury in 1655.  Strangely, nothing more is known of this Richard and his wife Elizabeth
 – there is no indication that they had children in Modbury or anywhere else.  Was it merely coincidence that a shoemaker, Henry Legassicke (HLE), also settled in Modbury and married there in 1653?  The trades of tanning and shoemaking are obviously closely related.  There is nothing substantive (in the way of a document) to prove that the two young brothers from Ermington, who lost their father when they were only aged 5 and 2, became the pair of men working in allied trades in Modbury.  HLE, the cordwainer, if he was the child baptised in Ermington in 1631, was only 21 when he married, which was somewhat younger than the average age for men in that era.  For the present it will have to remain mere speculation that HLE’s father was Henry Legassicke, yeoman of Ermington, who died there probably at the age of about 30, leaving a will, and that this Henry’s father was probably named Richard.  However, that speculation is reinforced by the fact that there seems to be no viable alternative lineage.
The quandary still remains as to why the Rector of Little Hempston, John Legassicke, chose his ‘cousin’ Henry Legassicke, attorney of Modbury, who cannot have been closer than a second cousin once removed, to be his residuary legatee.  Perhaps John did not have any closer cousins who still bore the surname Legassicke, yet he wanted to pass his inheritance to someone of the same surname.  Also, since they were both educated and ‘professional’ men, John may have felt an affinity with Henry.  He may well have used him as his attorney.  In fact there is evidence that Henry Legassicke, the Modbury attorney, had been acting for or advising the Little Hempston family for some time.  Good signatures of this Henry Legassicke and of his brother Pascoe Legassicke are to be found alongside the signatures of Jane and Wilmot Legassicke of  Little Hempston on documents dated 1687 and 1690, those documents pertaining to Chancery cases mentioned earlier.
  
The career and life of Henry Legassicke, attorney

The confiscation of cattle law case indicates that Henry Legassicke, the attorney of Modbury (c.1653-1734), was practising in that profession as early as 1678.  No evidence of his training as an attorney has yet been found.  Presumably he was trained locally, in Modbury, Plymouth or Totnes perhaps, there being no evidence of him having been educated at either Oxford or Cambridge Universities.  Since his father, a cordwainer by trade, was wealthy enough to lend money to a ‘gentleman’, maybe he was also wealthy enough to pay for his son’s legal training.  The attorney’s benefactor, the Revd. John Legassicke, may well also have helped with the financing of his training.  

Both in 1690 and in 1696 Henry Legassicke was mentioned in correspondence to Sir George Treby, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, as being an attorney of Jacobite persuasion, thus to be watched.   Furthermore, in the published Manuscripts of Sir William FitzHerbert Bart. and others
 there appears the following the following letter, written in Exeter on 5 April 1696 by Baron Powys, who seems to have been an Assize Court Judge:  


I have ordered two indictments to be drawn against one Henry Legassick, a known 

Jacobite, and an attorney of great business, especially among the Jacobites, for

threatening those who would not drink to King James’ health.  The grand Jury found
against him, and I sent for him into Court, and committed him, though he had four 

counsel and some others that spake in his behalf.  I persisted and declared that I would
certainly commit the greatest man in the county of whom I should have a like suspicion

of being concerned in the late plot.  This has startled the Jacobites hereabouts, and 

made much noise.  But the more noise the better, and therefore I did it more publickly.

The’ late plot’ was the assassination attempt on King William about six weeks earlier.  For how long Henry Legassicke, attorney, was imprisoned for his allegiance to the Jacobite cause has not yet been determined – the assize records seem not to have survived.  Where and from whom he picked up his Jacobite sympathies is not known, and there is no clear indication that he was a catholic.  

Practising as an attorney during the highly litigious 1700s was certainly a lucrative business, and it is certain that Henry Legassicke used some of his earnings to buy property in Modbury and the surrounding area.
  His will mentioned properties in Modbury, Ermington, Harford, Holbeton, Little Hempston, Plympton Maurice and Ugborough.  Among the properties he purchased in the town of Modbury itself was the house known as Poundwell House.  He purchased the house from the Champerknowne family in 1680, and was said to be ‘Lord of the Manor’
 at the time.  After the Legassicke family’s tenure of the house, the building became in the 1800s ‘the town’s judicial centre, incorporating a court house, a police station and the associated pound (cells)’.
 

However, the legal profession had its risks, and not all clients were happy about the way in which their attorneys behaved.  Henry Legassicke was taken to court in 1702 by Christopher Pearse of Modbury, who was then aged only 19.
  The latter claimed that Henry Legassicke, in confederacy with his widowed mother, Lore Pearse née Hake, had not handed over the money due to him by the will of his grandfather, Richard Hake of Plymstock, who had appointed Christopher (still a minor at the time) executor of his will.  Christopher Pearse’s father, who had been appointed trustee and guardian of the funds, had now died, and Christopher himself now needed to get hold of the money.  Lore Pearse had presumably appointed Henry Legassicke, attorney, as a trustee until her son reached twenty one.  This case was probably resolved satisfactorily a couple of years later.  Then, in 1708 Henry Legassicke was accused of malpractice by Roger Hele of Halwill.
   Roger’s father, Sampson Hele, had employed Henry Legassicke as his agent, attorney, solicitor and steward.  According to Roger Hele, Henry had not handed over the deeds of certain properties on the death of Roger’s father, and had not paid certain bills he had been requested to pay.  As with almost all chancery court cases the outcome of this case is not known.
Henry Legassicke, the attorney, was in 1727 one of the principal contributors to the Little Hempston poor rate, by virtue of the property he held at Buckyeat in that parish, bequeathed to him by his cousin, the Revd. John Legassicke.  A card in the Burnett Morris Index at WCSL, Exeter, suggests he was a churchwarden there that year too – this seems highly unlikely.   Henry also was concerned with parish lands in Little Hempston and the administration of Bogan’s Charity.

Little further is known of Henry Legassicke, attorney, save the birth, marriage and burial details of his family and descendants (some of whom will be mentioned in a later section of this paper, and who are all shown on TREE 3).  He married Elizabeth Pottell or Pottle in Modbury in 1678, she probably being the daughter (b.1653/4) of William Pottle and Elizabeth née Boger.  At the same time as this Henry and Elizabeth Legassicke were producing children in Modbury, another couple named Henry and Elizabeth Legassicke (she née Curkeat) were producing children in Ermington, a fact which initially caused some confusion.  The two Henrys were no doubt cousins, but by then sufficiently distant that neither of them was probably aware of the fact.  The attorney died in 1734 leaving a will, a long and detailed document that was to cause considerable complications in later years.  The original will is lost, but two copies of it have fortunately survived.
  Besides two non-family trustees, three non-family witnesses and a few occupiers of property, the will mentions nobody outside his immediate family (i.e. his children, their spouses and the resulting grandchildren) save his ‘cousin Charles Legassicke’.  Once again a cloud of doubt descends upon Legassicke relationships charted in this paper.  If Henry and Pascoe Legassicke were indeed brothers, why did Henry not refer to Charles as his ‘nephew’?
The Attorney’s brother John, and John’s children
Besides Henry, the attorney, Henry Legassicke of Modbury, cordwainer, had three other sons, John, Pascoe and Richard.  John (b.1656) may just possibly have married Philip(pa) Andrews in Plymouth in 1680, and then settled in Yealmpton, though this now seems very doubtful.  If he was not the man in Yealmpton, then nothing further is known of him at all.
[It is much more likely that the John Legassicke of Yealmpton mentioned above was someone entirely different.  Andrew Legassicke of Yealmpton (whose mother had been named Margery) had a son John in 1639.  This son John may have been married quite late – when he was 41 – to Philippa Andrews.  This couple had at least four children in Yealmpton in the 1680s, namely Margery, John, Joan and Elizabeth, two of whom (John and Elizabeth) were mentioned in the 1718 will of the Revd. John Legassicke of Little Hempston.
  The choosing of the name Margery for John’s first daughter may well have been a tribute to his grandmother.  
John Legassicke of Yealmpton was described as a ‘yeoman’ at his burial in 1698.  In 1713 his widow Philip(pa) leased a tenement in Dunstone, Yealmpton, with the delightful name of Green Splat, for 99 years.
  She died in 1730.  Their daughter Margery was probably married in Yealmpton in 1702 to Laurence Browning, labourer.  Their son John was probably the man who married Bridget Baker in Newton Ferrers in 1715 – he was ‘of Yealmpton’ at the time.  John and Bridget had four children in Yealmpton and one in Stoke Fleming.  Their eldest child was christened Andrew (b.1716).  The choice of this name, not common among Legassickes, may well have celebrated his ancestor with that name.  Another of John and Bridget’s children, Henry (b.1722), later settled in Modbury, and will be mentioned in Chapter 3.  The three generations mentioned above are all shown on TREE 2.]
The Attorney’s brother Pascoe, and Pascoe’s children

The attorney’s next brother was named Pascoe (1658-1730).  In sundry documents Pascoe Legassicke was described as a cordwainer in 1691 – the same trade as his father – and a clothier in 1694 and 1700, all in Modbury.  As has been mentioned earlier his signature has been found alongside that of his brother, the attorney, in several legal documents.  His name also appears on certain documents concerning land transactions.
  He seems to have been a successful man, though obviously to a lesser degree than his elder brother Henry.  Pascoe Legassicke married Joan Cole in Modbury in 1682.  The couple had eight children, Johan, Jane, Jane, John, Richard, Sarah, Charles and Alice.
Descendants of Pascoe Legassicke are numerous.  Some time ago two present day descendants posted on the internet charts showing their descendancy from Pascoe.  However, both websites appear now to be closed (June 2008).  One of those charts presents several dilemmas concerning the marriages of Pascoe’s sons.  His son John (b.1690, Modbury) is shown as having married Bridget Baker in 1715, whereas the present author thinks – as was described in the last section – that the John who married Bridget was more probably the one born in Yealmpton in 1682, son of John and Philippa Legassicke.  If Pascoe’s son John was indeed not the one married to Bridget Baker, then no further clear record of him has been found.
 
Concerning Pascoe’s son, Richard (b.1693, Modbury), the same chart shows that he married Joan Collins in neighbouring Holbeton in 1714 – a reasonable assumption – and had seven children there, namely Joan, Rebekah, Richard, Alce, John, Richard and Alice.  The Christian name Alice could well have been chosen as a tribute to his younger sister, Alice (b.1701/2, Modbury).  This sister, Alice, is shown as having married Philip Perring in Modbury in 1726, which is almost certainly correct.  
However, there is a much more likely scenario.  The Richard Legassicke who married Joan Collins in Holbeton was very probably baptised in Holbeton on 4 January 1680/1, the son of Richard and Rebekah Legassicke of that parish.  Richard and Rebekah Legassicke are mentioned in the next chapter of this paper.  Richard, the son (b.1693) of Pascoe Legassicke, clothier of Modbury, was very probably the man who settled in Totnes and set up as a bookseller there.  Richard Legassicke of Totnes is mentioned in sundry lists of booksellers over a good stretch of years.  He married three times.  The three children of his first marriage to Mary Berryman, two Richards and a Mary, all died young.  By his second marriage to Susanna Vavasor (in Totnes in 1730) he had six children.  Three of these also died young.  What happened to his son Richard (d.1763 Totnes?) and his second son named John is not clear, but his daughter Susanna (b.1736, Totnes) was later described as Richard’s ‘daughter and heiress’.  She married in Modbury in 1764 Philip Perring Jnr., ‘her first cousin’, the son of Philip Perring and his wife Alice née Legassicke.  This family is shown on TREE 3.
Richard Legassicke, bookseller, married for a third time in 1748, when he was aged 55.  His third wife was ‘Elizabeth Amyatt the younger, spinster of Totnes’.  There were no children from this marriage.  In 1742 and 1748 Richard served Totnes as Mayor, and was Recorder of the town from 1744.  Richard Legassicke, bookseller, died in Totnes in 1754.  He may well have left a will that was proved in the court at Totnes, but it has not survived.

[There is an intriguing follow-up to the Perring relationships mentioned above.  Philip Perring and Alice née Legassicke had another son, named Thomas.  This Thomas, a London merchant, married in 1762 Elizabeth Palling, who was the daughter of Matthias Palling and Prestwood née Rhodes of Modbury.   A few years later (in 1774) a certain John Palling, who was almost certainly closely related to Matthias, married in Modbury, Elizabeth, the daughter of the Revd. Henry Legassicke.  There were several close links between the Rhodes, Palling, Perring and Legassicke families.  Furthermore, to add to the ‘excitement’, Thomas Perring and Elizabeth née Palling were direct ancestors of the late Diana, Princess of Wales.
]
There seems to be general agreement as to marriage and family of Charles (1699-1764), the youngest son of Pascoe and Joan Legassicke of Modbury.  He was apprenticed to a Totnes surgeon, Henry Torkington in 1717, but seems to have practised in Modbury as an apothecary rather than a surgeon.
  He married Jane Holdsworth in Modbury in 1733.  Their son Charles died young.  Their daughter Jane married Robert Chappell in Modbury in 1761.  In 1735 Charles received a mourning ring by the will of his ‘cousin’ Henry Legassicke, the attorney.  He was listed as a freeholder in Modbury from 1752 onwards.
Pascoe’s daughter Alice – who married Philip Perring – has already been mentioned.  His eldest daughter Johan (b.1683) probably married Emanuell Petherbridge in Ashburton in 1711.  The second daughter named Jane (b.1688) probably married James Phillips in Modbury in 1716.  The youngest but one daughter, Sarah
 (b.1696), probably married Richard Collings in Modbury in 1723.
The Attorney’s brother Richard, and Richard’s children (if any)
Finally, the youngest brother of Henry, John and Pascoe Legassicke of Modbury was named Richard (b. 1664).  He may have married Elizabeth Foxworthy in Ugborough in 1686.  He may also have been the man who witnessed the 1691/2 will of Jonathan Pollexfen of Holbeton, alongside Henry Legassicke and Pascoe Legassicke (possibly his brothers).
  No further traces of him or his wife or any children have been found.
  However, Paul Francis Sherriff in his website suggests that the couple may have had a son named Richard, the man who became the bookseller in Totnes and was twice mayor there.
  The origins of the bookseller are indeed a little uncertain.  However, since the bookseller’s daughter Susanna was said in later reference books to have married her ‘first cousin’ Philip Perring (whose mother had been Alice Legassicke, daughter of Pascoe Legassicke), then her father must surely have been Richard, son of Pascoe, rather than a speculative Richard, uncharted son of Pascoe’s brother Richard.
There is remote possibility that Richard Legassicke, the attorney’s brother, moved in the direction of Black Torrington – between Holsworthy and Hatherleigh – where a Richard Legassicke was mentioned in the administration of the estate of John Kellaway in 1722. 
3. – OTHER LEGASSICK(E) FAMILIES, 1650-1851
Legassicke of Yealmpton

In two paragraphs in italics in the previous chapter mention was made of the families of John Legassicke, yeoman (1639-1698), and his wife, Philippa née Andrews, and of John Legassicke (1682/3) and his wife, Bridget née Baker.  The high chance of the latter John being the son of the former was pointed out.  However, one very interesting document might, at first, suggest that the John Legassicke who married Bridget had been born in Modbury, not Yealmpton.

On 3 March 1726/7 a case was brought before two justices of the peace by the overseers of the poor for Yealmpton as to why a family consisting of ‘John Legassicke, Bridget Legassicke his wife, Henry Legassicke aged about four years and Mary Legassicke aged about nine months, their children’, who were liable to become a burden on the parish, should be removed from Yealmpton to their place of settlement, Modbury.
  The JPs decided that the family should indeed be removed to Modbury, 

because of the oath of the said John Legassicke this day taken before us that he is 
last legally settled in the said parish of Modbury.
The crucial word in John’s oath is ‘last’.  Though it cannot be proved, it would seem that John had obtained work in and had lived in Modbury for 365 days continuously (probably between 1722 and 1726), and had as a result been able to gain settlement in Modbury.  The wife and children of a married man had the same place of settlement as he did, irrespective of where they were born.  Bridget and the two children were definitely baptised in Yealmpton, and the present author is convinced that John was too.  Despite this John swore that he was settled in Modbury, and papers may well have been produced from the parish chest in Modbury to prove this.

John and Bridget and their family had obviously fallen on hard times.  The lease that Philippa Legassick – in all probability John’s mother – had taken up in 1713 was for the lives of herself, her daughter Joane and her son John.  On the outside of the lease their ages were given as 67, 26 and 34.  The ‘34’ is a mite strange, since John was actually about 30 in 1713.  However the lease was only for a house and garden, presumably where Philippa lived.  Leases that John’s father, John the yeoman, had held earlier may well have come to an end when he died in 1698, and it may not have proved possible to renew them.  So, young John may have found work difficult to find.  Work probably was more available in Modbury, a thriving small market town, than it was in Yealmpton.  But jobs sometimes come to an end.  John Legassicke must have worked in Modbury for a while, then lost his job and returned to Yealmpton, where his mother was still living.  However, when he applied for poor relief in Yealmpton, the Overseers for the Poor there were quick to point out that it was not they who should provide it.  The family obviously did thereafter settle in Modbury, and hopefully John found work again.  He was buried in Modbury in 1742, his wife Bridget in 1764.
Non ‘main-line’ Legassickes in Modbury

Henry Legassicke, attorney, and his by then extended family made up the principal Legassicke family living in Modbury in the early 1700s.  However, as was described above another Legassicke family, including a young lad named Henry (b.1722 in Yealmpton), got forcibly removed to Modbury in 1726/7.  In 1734, seven years after the family had arrived there from Yealmpton, young Henry was apprenticed to Thomas Shepheard, a cordwainer in Modbury.
  Presumably this young Henry Legassicke thrived.  Did he perhaps receive some ‘patronage’ from his kinsmen and namesake, the attorney (who died in 1734), and the attorney’s descendants?  The attorney after all must have had to contact this young Henry’s parents, John and Bridget, in Yealmpton back in 1718, when he was
executing the will of his cousin, the Revd. John Legassicke of Little Hempston.  Whether the attorney knew their exact degree of kinship or not, he must have been aware that young Henry was a relative.
Having completed his apprenticeship, Henry, the cordwainer, married Esther Rogers in Modbury in 1749.  The couple had three children, Jane, Henry (who moved to Plymouth – see below) and John.  John died and was buried in Modbury in 1816, ‘aged 60’, but nothing further is known of him.  Jane, the daughter (b.1750) may have married in 1774 a clergyman, the Revd. Henry Holdsworth.  He was probably the son of Francis Holdsworth of Modbury, and the holder of a BA (1766) from Exeter College, Oxford.  It is not clear whether he held a living.  Interestingly a ‘Mr. Henry Holdsworth of Modbury’ had been one of the trustees appointed by Henry Legassicke, attorney, in his 1734 will, and Charles Legassicke had married a Miss Jane Holdsworth.  The two families were obviously well known to one another.  Henry Legassicke, the cordwainer, was buried in Modbury in 1803.  He left a will.  The original will is lost, but a copy of it has survived.
  He left everything to his two sons, John and Henry.  His daughter Jane was not mentioned.  Had she died?
Two further Legassickes who married in Modbury have not been conclusively identified.  Mary Legassick married Andrew Winser there in 1753.  No extra detail is given in the register to help identify her.  However, there is a very good chance that she was the sister (b.1726) of Henry Legassicke, cordwainer, mentioned in the previous paragraph.  Mary and Andrew had five children in Modbury.  Secondly, a John Legassicke married Jane Chappell in Modbury in 1770.  This couple do not seem to have had children.  Was this John perhaps the brother (b.1719) of Henry Legassicke, cordwainer?  If so, he married when he was aged 51.
    Jane Legassicke, daughter of Charles, had married Robert Chappell in Modbury in 1761.  Were Robert and Jane Chappell perhaps related?

Legassicke of Holbeton (and later Bigbury)
In a family history book named the Rosene/Symons Saga, a copy of which is held in the Society of Genealogists in London, the authors trace on p.141 the descendants of Richard Legassick (d.1694/5) and Rebecca Hill (d.1715/6), who married in the parish of Holbeton in 1668.  Holbeton is adjacent to both Ermington and Modbury, its southern edge being on the coast.  The earliest surviving parish register there commences in 1620.  The authors of the Rosene/Symons Saga have made the perfectly reasonable assumption that Rebecca Hill was the child baptised in Holbeton in 1636, daughter of Edward.  Edward Hill may well have married Bridget Knight in Holbeton in 1630.  However, the fact that Richard and Rebecca Legassicke’s children contained neither an Edward nor a Bridgett might raise doubts about this.
  Likewise, for lack of baptismal evidence of any other suitable Richard Legassicke, the authors have suggested that the man who married in Holbeton in 1668 had been born in the neighbouring parish of Ermington in 1628, that is to say the same man that the present author has suggested married Elizabeth Ivye (probably in or near Plymouth), who was ‘of Modbury’ and working there as a tanner.  Who is right?  Or could the same man have married twice?  Unfortunately the usually useful 1674 Hearth Tax list lets us down again – no Legassick is visible in the Holbeton list.  Maybe Richard was among the seven illegible names. 
In general, where Legassicke families of the 1600s can be determined with reasonable certainty, then naming patterns seem to have been used fairly consistently, a typical order for boys’ names being father’s father, father, then mother’s father, and for girls being father’s mother, mother, then mother’s mother.  Couples of course had many other reasons for choosing particular names for their children, including naming them after favourite siblings, aunts and uncles, or other relatives and friends.  The order in which they used names was highly variable.  Returning to the couple Richard Legassicke and Rebecca Hill who married in Holbeton in 1668, they named their children Arthur, Rebecca, William,
 Phillippe (a girl), Agnes, Richard and George.  As was mentioned the father of Rebecca Legassick née Hill was probably named Edward, but that name was not used for any of her children.  If Richard Legassicke was, as is suggested in the Rosene/Symons Saga, born in 1628, the son of Henry, is it not a mite odd that the name Henry was not used for one of his four sons?  
So, can any clues be inferred as to this Richard Legassick’s parentage from the list of his children?  His father might possibly have been named Arthur or William or Richard or George.  The choice of the somewhat unusual name Arthur for the eldest son was probably significant, but the only other Arthur Legassicke found so far was born in 1642 in Ermington, the fourth child of George and Elizabeth Legassicke.  Is this of any relevance?  Also, is it of any relevance that this Arthur Legassicke’s younger brother George (b.1644) may well have moved to Holbeton and married there in 1667?  People named Edward Legassick and Richard Legassick – probably adults – were buried in Holbeton in 1675/6 and 1678/9 respectively.  Was one of these the father of the Richard at the head of the Holbeton tree?  One possibility is that Richard Legassicke of Holbeton (d.1694/5) was born in neighbouring Ringmore, a parish for which no registers earlier than 1719 survive, and for which only one Bishop’s Transcript (BT) survives for the 1640s.  He could well have been the eldest son of Richard Legassicke and Edith Bully, who seem to have married there in 1639/40, and certainly had one child there in 1642/3, whose baptism appears in the one surviving BT of the era.  
It seems wise, however, to continue speculating about the origins of this family, since no definitive answers have come up as yet.  All that needs to be repeated here is that, without a complete survey of the parish registers of South and South-West Devon looking for Legassicke entries, researchers – including the present author – should be wary about identifying people and proposing family connections without secondary evidence.  In this particular case, it can merely be conjectured (with reasonable confidence) that there was a Richard Legassicke born perhaps in about 1640 (whose baptism has not yet been located) who became the husband of Rebecca Hill in 1668.  A provisional pedigree of the Holbeton (and Bigbury) branch of the Legassick Clan is shown on TREE 4.
Two or three generations of this family lived in Holbeton, but Richard Legassick (1729-1773) moved to the nearby parish of Bigbury where the family stayed for another three generations.  This Richard’s son, also named Richard, left a will (made in1823), describing himself as a mason.  Many of his children must have predeceased him, since his will only mentions his married daughter (Ann Hilson), his son Richard (1777-1854), and his sister, Elizabeth Prowse.  The son Richard was also a mason in Bigbury.  This last Richard (b.1777) did not leave a will, and sadly seems to have ended his days in the Kingsbridge Workhouse, which was situated in the parish of Sherford.  He was certainly there in 1851.  This last Richard’s son William had been born in Bigbury in 1807.  William (using the surname Gassick) married Jane Fox in Stoke Damerel in 1832, but the couple seem to have returned to Bigbury for the births (and/or baptisms) of their two sons.  William (b.1807) was a mason in Plymouth at the time of the 1851 Census, and by the time of the 1881 Census was described as a ‘retired builder’.  His descendants in America compiled the Rosene/Symons Saga mentioned earlier. 
Legassick of West Alvington (and other parishes surrounding Kingsbridge)
A useful indexed transcript of baptisms in the register of West Alvington has been posted on the Internet.
  A couple named William Legassick and Joan Haddy married there in April 1721, and had seven children between 1721 and 1739, namely Mary, Eleanor, William, John, Henry, Joan and George.  William was not said to be ‘of any other parish’ at the time of his marriage, so there are no immediately available clues as to his origins.  However there would seem to be a fair chance (for lack of alternative candidates found so far) that he was born in Dean Prior, possibly in 1696, the son of William Legassicke and his wife Elenor née Ford.  The descendants of William and Joan Legassick (m.1721) are shown on a tree entitled Legassick of the Kingsbridge Area – TREE 6.
None of the children of William and Joan appear to have had children of their own baptised in West Alvington, though a ‘base-born’ son of Joan Scadgell, named George Legassick, was baptised there in 1777.  It might be inferred that this child’s father was named George Legassick, but the only possible candidate (William and Joan’s youngest son, b.1739 in West Alvington) left the area completely – as a result of his indiscretion, perhaps – and settled in Canterbury.  At a later date he probably married a much younger lady, named Lucy, who died in Canterbury before him.  George died in Canterbury in 1813, leaving a will which was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC).  He left the majority of his estate to his nephew Henry, the ‘son of William Legassick of Charlton’, William being George’s elder brother.  It is not yet known what this George’s occupation was.  
What happened to this nephew Henry (b.1767 in Sherford)?  He was certainly alive in 1813, because he was granted the probate of his uncle’s will.  No further sign of Henry has been found in Devon.  Might he have been the man who married in 1800 in Oxford?  That man is mentioned again in the London section below. 

Who was the George Legassick, described as a ‘hellier and plasterer’, who had fallen on hard times in 1813 and was requesting maintenance from the West Alvington parish?
  It could not have the base-born George, because he had married and settled in Tiverton, a good distance away.  This George ‘Gassick’ and his wife Elizabeth had sundry children in Tiverton in the early 1800s.
  At some later period the family moved to the Plymouth area, and George was described in the 1851 Census for East Stonehouse as being 70,  born in West Alvington, and the ‘proprietor of a house’.  He lived there with his 68 year old wife Elizabeth (his second wife) and his 28 year old son, James, a tailor.
  
The other lines of this Legassick branch moved from West Alvington to the neighbouring parishes of Sherford and Charleton.
  A certain William Legassick ‘of Sherford’ married Sarah Bickford there in 1764.  He was almost certainly the William born in West Alvington in 1726, the eldest son of William and Joan.  The baptisms of eight children of William and Sarah Legassick have been located between 1765 and 1781, namely William 
 and Henry in Sherford and then, Mary, William, George and Peter in Dodbrooke, and finally Sarah and Jemima in Charleton.  At Peter’s baptism his parents were said to be of ‘Goveton’, a hamlet in the northern part of Charleton parish.  It was certainly a far shorter walk from Goveton to Dodbrooke Church for his baptism (and probably for those of Peter’s three next senior siblings also) than it would have been to Charleton Church.  The last mentioned George Legassick above, who was born in Dodbrooke in1774 but who stated in the 1851 Census that he had been born in Charleton, seems to have prospered, being described in censuses and leases as a ‘yeoman’.  He farmed first in South Pool, then for several years at Great Aishe Farm, South Huish,
 before moving to Gnatham Farm, Walhampton, near Tavistock.  George and his wife, Jane née Eliott, had seven sons, one of whom died young, and three daughters, two of whom died young.  At least four of the sons married and had children.
George’s younger brother, Peter, stayed in the Charleton area, married Ann Wood in 1806, and died in Charleton in 1831.  His family seems to have found life far harder than their yeomen cousins in Walkhampton, Peter’s eldest son ending up in the Kingsbridge Workhouse in 1881, and Peter’s widow being described as a ‘pauper’ in 1851.  She however managed to avoid the workhouse and was living with her married daughter, Sarah Trinnick, in 1851.   Mary Legassick, one of George and Peter’s sisters, married John Lamble in Charleton in 1790.  Whether or not that couple had children has not been determined.  Nothing further is known of any of George and Peter’s other siblings.  It is very probable that there are living descendants of both George and Peter Legassick.
Legassicke of Buckfastleigh
The earliest mention of the surname in the Buckfastleigh parish register is of Henry le Gassick ‘of Dean Prior’ who married Margaret Tor there in 1681.  It is not at all clear who this Henry Legassick was, nor where the couple lived.  They certainly did not have children in Buckfastleigh.
The next Legassicke in the Buckfastleigh register was also named Henry.  He married Christian Putthaven there in 1741, settled in the parish, and had a family of six children.  Using naming patterns once again, there would seem to be a fair chance that this Henry also stemmed from Dean Prior, having been born there in 1718, the son of Henry Legassick and Mary née Baker.  He may well have been accompanied or followed to Buckfastleigh by a brother and a sister.  Eleanor, the possible sister (b.1729), married John Bastow there in 1762.  The couple had six sons.  William, the possible brother (b.1727), married Eleanor Widga there in 1751, and had by her seven daughters and two sons, all baptised in Buckfastleigh.  The two sons were both named John.  The second John was baptised in 1771, the first having died as an infant.  This second John’s line certainly continued.  All these people and some of their descendants are shown on TREE 7.
John Legassick (b.1771), son of William, was almost certainly a tailor by trade.  He married first Dorothy Cole in Buckfastleigh in 1793, the couple having at least two children, John and Robert.  Dorothy died in 1800, and John then married Sarah Searle in Charles Church, Plymouth, in 1801.  They had two sons, Samuel (1802) and William (1804), baptised in the independent chapel in Buckfastleigh, and later a daughter, named Eliza Widger, baptised in Cawsand (in the parish of Maker, Cornwall) Independent Chapel in 1810.
  Their son Samuel was probably the man shown in the 1841 Census for Piperspool, Trewen, Cornwall.  He was then aged ‘35’, a tailor, married to Mary – their marriage has not been located – with two children named James and Melelda (Matilda?).
  There is no sign of this family in death registrations or any subsequent census.  [The author has recently been made aware that the family emigrated to the state of Iowa in the United States of America.]  The son named William (b.1804) was also a tailor.  He eventually settled in London, where he appears in the 1841 and 1851 Censuses for Westminster, St. James.  In an 1851 directory he was described as a ‘military tailor’ at 12 Cork Street, Bond Street.  The son John (b.1798), from John’s marriage to Dorothy Cole, also moved to London and was yet another tailor.  The half-brothers, John and William, will be mentioned later in paragraphs about Legassicks in London.
The Henry Legassick who married in Buckfastleigh in 1741 had a son Henry (b.1743), who probably married Mary John there in 1764.  It may well have been their son Henry (b.1775) who married Margaret Hart in Buckfastleigh in 1798, seven children of this couple being baptised there.

It is clear that this line also continued.  The last Henry Legassick mentioned above (b.1775) was shown in the 1841 Census for Buckfastleigh as a ‘wool washer’.  His youngest daughter, Margaret (b.1820), was living with him.  Buckfastleigh had by this time changed from a village into a small industrial town, with several mills, four of them worsted mills.  There was ‘300’ wool combers in the town in 1850.  Legassicks were obviously taking advantage of the employment opportunities offered there.  Whether this Henry Legassick’s Buckfastleigh ancestors had also been involved with the woollen trade in the parish is not clear.

The surviving sons of Henry, the wool washer, all of whom were termed ‘wool combers’ in 1851, had by then all moved away from Buckfastleigh.  Two of them had moved to places that may well have supplied prepared wool to the serge factories in Buckfastleigh.  William (b.1800) was in Sampford Courtney and Jacob (b.1812) was in Tavistock.   John (b.1806), however, was in St. Gluvias (Penryn, Cornwall).  All three had married and had children.  The eldest son Henry (1798-1831) lived and worked as a ‘labourer’ in Holne, a neighbouring parish to Buckfastleigh.  He died young, but not before marrying and having seven or eight children.  Three of those children, William, Nathaniel and Susan, were put out as ‘poor’ apprentices at a young age by Buckfastleigh Parish (1834-36), to a maltster, a miller and a yeoman respectively.
  Another of those children, Jacob (1829-c.1869), joined the merchant navy.  By 1861 he was the master of Reward, which was moored off Rye, Sussex, at census time that year.
  He married a lady named Margaret (b.c.1832), and they had two sons and two daughters.  Margaret, his widow, had remarried by 1871 and was living in St. Helier, Jersey.  Some of Jacob and Margaret’s four children later emigrated to New Zealand.

The widow of Henry Legassick of Holne had an extra child six years after her husband’s death, who was baptised with the delightful name Jane Angel Legassick.  
In addition to his four sons, Henry Legassick, wool washer of Buckfastleigh, also had three daughters, Christian (b.1799), Mary (b.1808) and Margaret (b.c.1820), all of whom married.  From the marriages of all these children the wool washer had at least 36 grandchildren.  There seems therefore to be a very good chance indeed that there are people living now who descend from these Buckfastleigh Legassicks, in addition to those living in New Zealand who are known about already.  
It is disappointing to note that, beyond their baptisms, marriages and (some) burials, and apprentice references mentioned above, very little detail is known at present about any of the Buckfastleigh Legassicks before the first census (1841), no documentary evidence of them seeming to have survived.  A few extra details about them found in census entries are shown on TREE 7.
Another Legassicke ‘family’ in Totnes

A young lady named Eleanor Legassick had an illegitimate daughter, Mary, in Totnes in 1755.  Two possible ‘candidates’ for this young lady are one, Elnor, born in Dean Prior in 1729 to Henry and Mary Legassick, and two, Eleanor, born in West Alvington in 1723/4 to William and Joan Legassick.  For proximity reasons the former is the more likely.  The father of the child, Richard Bully, was located by the overseers of the poor in Totnes and compelled to pay 17s 6d, plus 9d per week, towards the upkeep of the child.
  The daughter Mary may have married George Wakeham in Totnes in 1791.  
A Legassick or Gassick family in Bovey Tracey

In 1804 an eight year old boy named Richard Legassick was apprenticed out by the Overseers of the Poor in Bovey Tracey.
  He was baptised in Bovey Tracey in 1796, the illegitimate son of Elizabeth Gazick.  It is unclear where Elizabeth came from, though there is a just possible candidate for her in the Buckfastleigh branch.  Richard, when he reached adulthood, was obviously unaware that his surname was actually Legassick.  Richard Gaziack married Ann Coniam in Bovey Tracey in 1821, and the couple had at least three children christened there with the surname Gazick. 
Legassicks in Plymouth

Several members of the clan, both male and female, married in one of the four main churches in Plymouth during the period 1650 to 1851.  Very few of the male Legassicks who did so seem actually to have lived in the city.  However, a certain Henry Legassick (who was a cordwainer by trade) was an inspector of hides in Plymouth in 1814.  Two documents show how there was a campaign to displace him and his fellow inspector, James Godfrey, from their posts, but that letters of support were received for their retention.
  Whether the ‘coup’ was successful is not known.  Henry died in Plymouth in 1827.  From his will and codicil it is possible to determine that he had been born in 1754, the son of Henry Legassicke, cordwainer of Modbury (mentioned below).  Henry, the Plymouth cordwainer and hide inspector, married late and had no children.  

A Legassicke family in Cornwall in the 1700s
In 1713 a daughter Mary was born to a certain Henry Legazzick and was baptised in St. Enoder, a parish a short way south of St. Issey, where people named Legassick had owned land in the years either side of 1600.  Who was this Henry, and what was the name of his wife?  Strangely, despite the plethora of children who were named Henry Legassicke in Devon and elsewhere, no immediate ‘candidate’ has so far been spotted for this man, nor is there any suitable looking marriage in records found so far.  The only remote possibility seems to be the Henry Legassicke, son of William, who was born in London in 1660 and married Mary Wood in Southwark in 1688.
  Did he perhaps return to Cornwall in an attempt to regain what he considered his inheritance, the property in St. Issey named Legossick?  For various reasons this seems unlikely.
In addition to Mary, born in St. Enoder in 1713, Henry ‘Gazzack’ had a daughter named Margaret baptised there in 1710.  In 1734 Margaret ‘Legazzack’ married in St. Enoder.  But before she married, Margaret had had in 1732 an illegitimate son, Henry ‘Gazzack’.  It was very probably that child who was married at St. Ewe – about 10 miles S.E. of St. Enoder – in 1758 as Henry ‘Gassick’.  He married Grace Cook, and the couple had at least three children (including two sons), who were baptised in St. Ewe.  Whether this line continued or not has not been determined.  The fact that they were none too sure about their actual surname almost certainly indicates that they were not descended from the London Henry mentioned above, whose family seem to have been literate and well educated. 
Another west-country listing of a man surnamed Legassicke
In 1755 Samuel Legassicke was apprenticed to Samuel Hunn, surgeon of Stoke Damerel, for £100.  Who was Samuel, and who could have afforded the apprenticeship fee?  From all that is known about the Legassicke Clan in general, it would appear that only members of the Modbury or Little Hempston branches would have been able to pay the apprenticeship fee, but Samuel certainly does not fit into either of those branches.  No further sign of Samuel has been found.  Was there perhaps an error in the entry in the apprentice book?  
A Legassicke soldier, who settled in the Midlands
In 1782 a son was born to John Legassicke, a ‘drummer in the Wiltshire Regiment of Militia’, and his wife Sarah née Shepherd, who were in Northallerton, Yorkshire, at the time.  The boy was named John.  A certain John and Sarah Legassicke, presumably the same couple, had three further children in Birmingham between 1788 and 1797, namely Anna Maria, Martha and Joseph.  Did they also perhaps have a son George, who married Mary Robinson, widow, in Birmingham in 1826?
  No further details of this ‘family’ have been found, nor any discharge papers for the drummer.  Also, no really suitable West-country candidate for this John Legassicke has been identified as yet.  However, there are two very remote possibilities.  Could the soldier have been born in Modbury in 1745, the son of Henry, the clergyman – see TREE 3?  No further records of this John after his birth have been found, and he is not mentioned in any will.  Another John was born in Modbury in 1756, son of Henry, the cordwainer – see TREE 2.  Though this John was mentioned in his father’s will (1803), nothing more is known of him until his burial in Modbury in 1816.  The names given to the drummer’s children do not give clear clues, though the clergyman’s wife was named Martha.
Legassick(e)s in the London Area
Register entries listed on IGI present isolated ‘sproutings’ of the clan outside Devon and Cornwall, though often in the form of a marriage without children, or children without a marriage.  By no means all originals of these entries have been examined – it is possible that an original marriage entry or two might reveal the west-country origins of a ‘stray’ Legassicke.  It is clear from certain census entries that two tailors working in London in the first half of the 1800s had Devon roots – but more of them shortly. 
The largest ‘sprouting’ of Legassicks outside Devon was in Deptford, Kent, nowadays considered part of South London.  However, the first couple to have children baptised in St. Paul’s, Deptford, one of the two churches in Deptford, had married some way away.  John Legassick married Edith Hilliard
 in 1748 at St. George’s Chapel, Hyde Park Corner.  No London baptism has been found for John, so did he stem from Devon?  There were John Legassicks baptised in Dean Prior in 1720 and Holbeton in 1726, who have not been accounted for.  Might this Deptford John Legassick have been one of them?  John and Edith Legassicke almost certainly had children named John, William and Elizabeth somewhere in London before they moved to Deptford, where they then had children named Joseph, Mary and Thomas.  The two daughters married in Deptford, St. Paul, while the sons married in Greenwich, Newington, Twickenham and elsewhere.  

The father, John Legassicke Snr. (d.1792 Deptford?), appears in Admiralty documents in 1767/8.  He seems to have worked for the Royal Navy, supplying them with ‘wedges and treenails’.  However, he found himself short of work, so set up a public house.  The Navy promptly sacked him.  It appears that he managed to continue supplying wedges and treenails.
   His third son, Joseph (1757-1794), a ‘carpenter’, was listed in sundry Admiralty documents between 1782 and 1786.
  He died, leaving a very uninformative will, aged only 37.  John’s eldest son, John (c.1751/2-1809), obviously followed in his father’s ‘secondary’ footsteps.  In his equally uninformative will he described himself as a ‘victualler of Deptford’.
The victualler married twice and seems by his two wives to have had three daughters and two sons.  Two of the daughters (Charlotte, b.1781, and Mary Ann, b.1793) married at Deptford, St. Paul, while the third (Ann, b.1800) probably married in Erith.  The eldest son, John (b.1777) must have died young.  The second son, also named John (1792-1875), kept up the food (but not drink) tradition in the family by becoming a butcher.  By his wife Elizabeth, whom he must have married in about 1820, he had six children, in Shoreditch, then Stepney and then Limehouse.  By 1841 he was living (and presumably working) in Gill Street, Limehouse, with his wife and three of his children.
  Their one daughter, Elizabeth (b.1822) married John Newson, an engineer of Poplar, and had at least three children.  John and Elizabeth’s four surviving sons all became butchers, all married and all had families.  One of the sons, Benjamin (b.1829) emigrated to Canada and has many descendants still living there.  John, Benjamin’s father, the Limehouse butcher, eventually retired, and moved with his wife to a home for retired butchers in Fulham.  They lived to see – or hear of – the majority of their grandchildren, who eventually numbered at least twenty one.  On TREE 8 an attempt is made to assemble all that is known about the Deptford Legassicks and their immediate descendants.
John Legassick, victualler, had a younger brother, William.  A tentative line of descendants of this William is also charted on TREE 8.  In the early 1800s they were living in Lambeth, William’s grandson working as a butcher there.  By the time of the 1841 Census no Legassicks of this branch or any other were still living in Deptford.  

A seemingly unrelated family of Legassicks lived in the West End of London – in St. Anne Soho, St. Martin in the Fields, St. Giles in the Fields and Clerkenwell – during the 1800s.  They seem all to have descended from the marriage of William Legassick and Ann Snow in Soho in 1801.  A somewhat provisional tree (with gaps) showing these descendants has been compiled – TREE 9.  Several of the men were painters or house decorators, though some briefly branched out into making toys and fancy boxes.  Several of these men died quite young.  Was there perhaps something decidedly toxic in the paints they used?  One of the men, George James Legassick (b.1831), was in the Royal Navy at the time of the 1861 Census.
  
The origins of the first Legassick in this branch – William, m.1801 – have not as yet been established.  There is also confusion concerning the 72 year old Ann Legassick – initially assumed to be this William’s widow – who was living with William Legassick – presumably her son – and his family in St. Giles in 1841.
  Because there are seemingly no other possibilities, it must have been this Ann who died aged 79 in April 1848 at the Strand Union Workhouse, which was in St. Pancras.  On her death certificate she was said to be the widow of James Legassick, a toy maker.  His occupation certainly seems right, but the present author thinks that ‘James’ may well have been an error. 
A certain Elizabeth Wilks Legassick is shown on TREE 9 as a possible daughter of the William who married in 1801.  She appears to have witnessed (using her married name) the marriage of William Legassick (Jnr.) at St. Martin in the Fields in 1822, the year following her own marriage to Thomas Read at the same church.  Interestingly at St. Giles Church, Oxford, in 1800 a Henry Legassicke of unknown origins had married a lady named Elizabeth Wilkes.  Surely there is a connection here.  If this Henry was the man born in Sherford in 1767 (TREE 6), as mentioned above, then was William of Soho (m.1801) his younger brother, born in Dodbrooke in 1772?  Or, was the lady who married Thomas Read in 1821 the widow of Henry?  These hypotheses are essentially no more than wild guesses.  More information needs to come to light about both Henry and William, to clarify matters.
As has been mentioned the immediate origins of the Deptford and West End branches of the clan are uncertain, though in each case an ancestor almost certainly came from Devon at some earlier time.  However, one branch of London Legassicks certainly had Devon roots.  Two half brothers, John Legassick (1798-1851) and William Legassick (1804-1856), both born in Buckfastleigh, came to London and seem to have had successful careers in the tailoring business.  The 1851 Census shows that William Legassick, military tailor of Cork Street (near Bond Street), had been born in Buckfastleigh in 1804, as was mentioned above.  His mother Sarah was in Westminster with him in 1851.  She in fact died after her son, in 1862.  William left a rather uncommunicative will (PCC) in 1856.  William, the tailor, though he married in London, must have tried working in Newark, Nottinghamshire, and in Worcester before re-settling in London.  He and his wife, Rebecca née Barnwell, had four children, including one son, William Nettleton Legassick (1834-1890).  William Nettleton was apprenticed to a tailor, but obviously did not take to the trade.  He worked mainly for the railways, finally as a clerk, and lived very near Paddington Station.  He and his wife, Ellen née Hillier, had nine children.  Four of their five sons married, and they in turn had children.  There are present day descendants living in many different places, including Canada. 

One Legassick man in London must have felt that he had achieved some status, being termed a ‘gentleman’ in 1824.  In June that year John Legassick took out fire insurance on his premises at 2 Little Court, Castle Street, Leicester Square.
  Was this man the tailor of St. James, Westminster, the half-brother of William (tailor of Cork St.) and the same John who died a wealthy man (worth over £4,000) in Maida Vale in late 1851, leaving a will proved at the PCC?    John (b.1798) married in 1822 a lady named Elizabeth Braund, who had also been born in Devon (Devonport) in about 1797.  By the early 1840s John Legassick was in partnership with a Mr Anstey and Robert Guthrie, their tailoring business being located at 18 George Street, Hanover Square.  Probably around 1840 John Legassick decided to rent accommodation well away from his work.  In 1851 he was living at 221 Maida Vale, with his wife Elizabeth, a son John William Braund Legassick (1825-1864) and a daughter Elizabeth (b.1841).
  John was said to have been born in Buckfastleigh, and to be a tailor employing 20 men.  From John Legassicks’s will it is clear that he had another son, Thomas Robert (1828-1896).
  Both the sons married, but only John William and his wife Margaret née Hewitt had children – five of them.  Concerning these children, Francis William (1859-1916), an engineer, died unmarried, as did his younger brother, Arthur (1864-1930).  Of the eldest child, John Brunel Legassick (b.1858 – the year The Great Eastern was launched), there is no sign in the British censuses after 1871.  Did he emigrate?  Clara Jane (b.1863) married a photographer, but had no children.  Margaret Elizabeth (b.1861) married a certain Alfred Torode, civil engineer.  They certainly had a family.  Whether there are any descendants named Legassick descending from this wealthy family is not clear as yet.
Both the tailors who came from Buckfastleigh seem to have made a conscious decision to spell their surname in a French manner – Le Gassick.  Maybe it looked a little grander that way on a shop front.  Their immediate descendants varied as to whether they used this alternative spelling or the more traditional one.  It seems that most present-day descendants have reverted to the spelling Legassick.  At least two generations of descendants from these two tailors are shown on TREE 10.
Before ending this London section a few ‘loose-ends’ should be mentioned. 
1) A certain John Legassicke, bachelor, married in 1712 Deborah Weston, spinster, at St. James Duke’s Place, which was after the period of clandestine marriages there.  They were both of Ratcliffe, Stepney, at the time – the part of Stepney near the Thames.  He made his will shortly afterwards, leaving everything to his ‘new’ wife, and mentioning no one else.  This was the normal procedure for people with marine careers.  He stated in his will that he was a surgeon, but did not specifically say that he was aboard a ship.  He died probably in 1718, leaving a will proved that year in the Commissary Court of London.  No real clues as to the identity of this John have emerged.  Might he have been the son of Pascho Legassicke of Modbury born in 1690/91, shown on TREE 3?  The Modbury branch was at that time seemingly the only one likely to include someone of sufficient wealth to pay for a medical apprenticeship for a son.
2) A certain William Legassicke of ‘New England, America’ died in about 1723, his estate being administered
 that year by his son Joseph, to whom William’s widow Eleanor had delegated the responsibility.  Who this very early emigrant was, and whether the rest of his family had remained in England, has not been determined.
3) An Elizabeth Legassick married John Veryard Brutton at St. Swithin, London Stone – a City church – in 1774.  There were no family witnesses to the marriage.  Elizabeth’s origins are as yet unknown.
4) Another Elizabeth Legassick was buried at St. Clement Danes in London on 12 August 1819, aged 46.  She had been living in the Workhouse.  No clues as to her identity have been found.

5) A John Legassicke, bachelor, married Mary Ann Branson, spinster, in1815 at St. George the Martyr, Southwark.  Ann Legassick was a witness.  Was this perhaps the first marriage of the Deptford born butcher, who later settled in Limehouse?  His (later?) marriage to Elizabeth, the mother of all his children, has, sadly, not been found.
6) A Matilda Le Gassick, spinster, married Thomas Boon, bachelor, at All Souls, Langham Place, in 1837.  The 1861 Census shows that Thomas Boon was a tailor, and that both he and Matilda had been born in Plymouth.
  Matilda’s age was given as 40, but she died aged ‘54’ in 1869 (= b.1814 - 1821).  Given the tailoring connection and the surname spelling, it is possible that Matilda should appear on TREE 7, as another child of John Legassick and Sarah née Searle.  Thomas and Matilda Boon had a daughter Matilda, who died unmarried in 1895. 
The general distribution of the Legassicke ‘Clan’
It seems worth noting a few general points about the distribution of clan members and their gradual migration away from Devon.  Using the IGI as the main source, there are the following mentions of the surname Legassicke in the U.K. between 1600 and about 1851:

Devon

lots of them, almost all in South Devon, from the very early 1600s onwards,


Cornwall
isolated mentions in the 1600s and 1700s, more in the late 1800s,


London

two mid 1600s mentions, a few in the 1700s, more in the 1800s,


Surrey (= South London)     a single mention in about 1700, a few in the 1800s,

Kent

three mid 1700s mentions, then more later,

Birmingham
a few late 1700s mentions, then two more in the 1800s. 

There were a few isolated single events in other counties.  These, and the events in the counties listed above, have almost all been covered in the present monograph and/or the trees.  It would appear from the above list that the clan, like almost every other west-country clan, spread out from its original home-ground.  The London and Birmingham entries reflect the fact that large cities provided many more job possibilities than rural Devon.  The majority of the Kentish entries were in Deptford, the home of a naval dockyard with a large workforce and ancillary employment opportunities.   All in all, the spreading-out of families with the surname Legassicke was surprisingly narrow and selective before 1851.  Other west-country families studied by the present author spread out much more widely.  Excepting the William Legassicke of New England (who left a will in 1723), only one family of Legassicks had emigrated by 1851, as far as is known.
By the time of the 1881 Census there were almost exactly 100 people in England (and Wales) with the surname, 52 of those born in Devon, 32 in the London area, 12 in Cornwall, and 3 elsewhere.  Most of these had dropped the final ‘e’ from their surname.  The 2008 Electoral Rolls (not yet complete) show 46 voters with the surname Legassick, and five with the surname Legassicke in the U.K.  Electoral rolls of a few years ago suggest that there may be closer to 100 individual voters with the surname (either spelling) still in this country.  Where these people now live has not been analysed.  One surname distribution website indicated that there were now very few people surnamed Legassick in the U.K., and that perhaps those few people should get breeding quickly!

4. – THE DESCENDANTS OF THE MODBURY ATTORNEY
The Sons and the Daughters of Henry Legassicke, attorney of Modbury
Henry Legassicke, attorney (c.1653-1734), and his wife Elizabeth née Pottle, who married in Modbury in 1678, had eight children, two sons and six daughters.  Both daughters named Mary died young, the first as an infant, the second as a 21 year old.  Another daughter, Grace, died aged 18.  Their first son, Henry (b.1688) was their sixth child.  Young Henry seems to have been only the second member of the clan to go to university.  He matriculated at Wadham College, Oxford, in July 1706, aged 17.  It does not appear that he stayed on there to obtain a degree.  It is not clear when his mental problems began to manifest themselves.  It was very probably he who was taken to court in about 1712, ‘accused of hitting George Parker over the head with a stone mug during a dinner at Ivybridge’.
  By the time his father died in 1734, young Henry (by then in fact aged 45) was certainly termed ‘an unfortunate lunatick’.  Much of his father’s will was concerned with setting up care for him, and the funds to pay for that care.  Henry the younger died in 1756.
The eldest daughter, who remained unmarried, was Elizabeth.  She had assumed this Christian name, though she had actually been christened Rabage.  In his will, Henry Legassicke Snr. appointed Elizabeth to look after the interests of her imbecile brother, leaving her the funds to do so.  Her father also bequeathed to her the use of his house and most of the furniture therein.  This unfortunately led to a chancery court case in 1739 between Elizabeth and her other brother James, who had been the executor of his father’s will.
  James had handed over to his sister the £1000 due to her from the will, and had asked his sister to sign a legal discharge, rather than a simple receipt.  Elizabeth had not done this, since she had been advised that, by doing so, it might prejudice her right to the income from certain lands chargeable with an annuity.  These had also been bequeathed to her by her father.  The same law case also covered the distribution of seven rings which had belonged to their late mother, and some deal boards used in the Shambles at Modbury.  The outcome of the case is not as yet known.  However, it is sad to reflect on the dysfunctional nature of the family, who were unable to resolve their differences without taking them to a court of law.
Elizabeth’s other two sisters gave evidence in the case.  Frances (1686-1758) had by then married Robert Avent of Dartmouth,
 while Anne had married and was already separated from John Hingston.  It appears that Frances had no children, whereas Anne had had two daughters, Elizabeth and Anne, by John Hingston.  Anne and her daughters now (1739) lived with Anne’s eldest sister, Elizabeth.  Anne’s father, in his will, described John Hingston as ‘my very unkind son-in-law’.  The attorney and his ‘unkind’ son-in-law had come to an agreement whereby John Hingston paid £30 yearly towards the maintenance of his two daughters.  Interestingly the two sisters had entirely different ideas as to the whereabouts of the seven rings, and their brother James was unaware of the ‘custom’ that the mother’s wedding ring went to the youngest daughter.  It is not really possible to decide from the surviving evidence who was the chief trouble-maker in the family, though, since it was James who took his sister to court, it could have been James who was the difficult person.

James Legassicke (1690-1742/3), the younger of the two sons of the attorney, no doubt trained as an attorney himself.  He certainly was paid for legal services rendered in 1733/4.
  However, it would appear that he acted more as an agent/steward to certain well-to-do families in the area, including those of James Yonge and Arthur Stert.  After the death of his father, James Legassicke may have ceased to work, and started to live off the income from the estates he had inherited.  

The wife of James Legassicke

James’s wife had the splendid sounding Christian name, Prestwood.  Despite extensive searches in Devon, Somerset and London parish registers their marriage has not been found.  As a result of some excellent research carried out by Guy Roberts of Cheltenham it can now be said with certainty that James Legassicke’s wife was Prestwood Hockmore.  The couple must have married in about 1715.

Prestwood Hockmore was born in London in early 1696/7, the daughter of William Hockmore and Mary née Prestwood.  But was William Hockmore indeed her father?  The baptism of Prestwood Hockmore, entered in the parish register of St. Margaret Lothbury in the City of London, is riddled with inaccuracy, possibly for good reasons.  She was baptised as Prestwood Buckmore, son [sic] of William and Mary Buckmore.  She was born towards the end of a disastrous marriage.  
Back in 1691 William Hockmore Esq., of Buckland Baron, a wealthy landowner, a 24 year old and by then head of his family, had married Mary Prestwood, the 16 year old daughter of George Prestwood of Whetcombe and Butterford in North Huish.  George Prestwood was High Sheriff of Devon in 1692.  Exactly nine months after their marriage the first child of William and Mary Hockmore was baptised in Stokeinteignhead – a daughter.  In each of the three following years Mary bore William another daughter.  However, by the end of these four years Mary had presumably matured and grown up somewhat, and begun to sense what she had missed by being married off so young.  Depending on whom one believes, either her eyes had begun to wander towards other handsome young gentlemen and/or her husband had begun to treat her cruelly, especially when she was pregnant.  The marriage broke down spectacularly, and Mary fled to London in 1695, once again pregnant.  But was William Hockmore the father of this yet unborn infant?  Mary claimed he was, but he thought not.  In his PCC will of 1707/8 he gave £300 to the young girl who had been named Prestwood Hockmore, but excluded her from any share of his estates, which he divided equally among his other four daughters.
The whole affair blew up to great proportions and ended up in court.  A witness supporting William against Mary, quoted Mary saying to William that she would go and live in London and “there I’le live, and I’le bring thee a child every yeare if the Art of man can get them, and thou shalt maintayne them all, And I will run thee in debt until I have ruined thee, if I damne both Body and Soule to effect it”.
  One wonders what she actually said.  Mary, in her answer to the allegations of William Hockmore, her husband, described how he had beaten her so badly that she could not appear in public for a while.  Mary then described how, a short time after the birth of Prestwood, William had banged at the door she had barricaded, shouting that he would “sprawl [Mary] and her bratte”.
  This is not the place to go into further detail about the case.  It merely needs to be said that in 1698 Richard Underhay, gent, of Combeinteignhead was appointed by the court as guardian to all five daughters.
 
In 1698 William and Mary’s five daughters were aged between 1 and 7.  Nothing is known of the time they spent at the home of Richard Underhay, who presumably was a married man.  One can only hope that they then had a rather more stable and happy upbringing.  In 1708 it appears that Richard Underhay contested William Hockmore’s will, seemingly in an attempt to get a better deal for the youngest daughter, Prestwood.  Whether he was successful is not clear.  At the end of 1714 Richard Underhay died, leaving a will which was one of those destroyed in WWII.  By that time the three eldest Hockmore daughters, Mary, Jane and Honora, had all married, 
 and the fourth, Alice, had probably died.  Only Prestwood was left, and unfortunately no clues have emerged to suggest where she went to live after the death of her guardian, Richard Underhay.  It was thought that she might have gone to live with one of her aunts, maternal or paternal, but the registers of the parishes where those aunts lived show no sign of Prestwood’s marriage to James Legassicke.  

However, it is through the will of one those aunts that we know that Prestwood Hockmore did indeed marry James Legassicke.  In the 1753 PCC will of Frances Durant née Prestwood (the younger sister of Mary Prestwood, who married William Hockmore) Frances mentions ‘my niece Prestwood Legassicke’.  The Legassicke/Hockmore marriage is further confirmed by Jane Speke otherwise Pitt, née Hockmore (the second daughter of William and Mary Hockmore), in her PCC will of 1739, who left a small bequest to ‘my brother and sister Legassicke and to George their son (who is my godson)’. 
As mentioned before it is not known how and where James Legassicke and Prestwood Hockmore met and later married.  However it is now clear that they certainly did so, and the first of their eight children was born in Modbury in late 1716, the last in 1739.  James died in 1742/3, five of his eight children surviving him.  In his PCC will he bequeathed to ‘Prestwood, my dear wife’ £50, and an annuity of £20.  It appears that instead of bequeathing most of his lands to Henry, his eldest son (then aged 26), he divided them between his three sons, Henry, James (then aged 22), who was also to be co-executor with his mother, and George (then aged 12).  James Legassicke quite clearly favoured his younger son James over Henry, his natural heir.  A possible reason for this will be mentioned shortly.   

The children of James and Prestwood Legassicke

Before discussing the widow Prestwood’s 1765 will, it is necessary to take a quick look at what had happened in the meantime to her surviving family.  Of the two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth, only Mary had married.  In 1763 she married John Lewis Gidoin, a naval captain who was later to become an admiral.  George Legassicke (1730-1789), Prestwood’s youngest son, had married Ann Savery in Ugborough in 1751.  George worked as an apothecary, and appears to have lived in Ugborough.  He had been apprenticed to a surgeon (George Rhodes of Modbury) in 1744, shortly after the death of his father.  He presumably practised in Ugborough, and maybe Modbury too.  He was described as a ‘surgeon’ when he was buried there in 1789.
   The couple seem only to have had one child, George, who died as an infant.  George’s wife, Ann, predeceased him by twenty years.  John Legassicke (1724-1742), the third surviving son, was apprenticed to a Plymouth surgeon (William Wyatt) in 1741, but sadly died the following year.  James Legassicke (1720-1774), Prestwood’s second son, followed his father and (rather more so) his grandfather in the legal profession.  He worked in Modbury as an attorney.  He did not marry.  
The mysterious son was the eldest one, Henry (1716-1763).  From all appearances his life seems not to have run the way his parents had expected.  He matriculated at Pembroke College, Oxford, in 1734, and was then admitted to the Middle Temple in 1735, but for unclear reasons transferred to St. John’s College, Cambridge, matriculating there in 1737.  [Perhaps he had wasted three years in riotous living.]  In Cambridge he presumably settled down, obtaining a BA in 1740/1.  But, at almost the same time as he graduated, he married a young lady from Cambridge called Martha Stone.  He married her by licence in Wimbish, Essex, on 12 February 1740.
  In the licence he described himself as ‘joiner of Cripplegate’.  What was going on?  Perhaps he had made Martha pregnant, though no sign has been found of an early child of the marriage.  Perhaps, because he had no profession and no clear prospects, he married somewhat in secret, trying to lay a false trail.  Nothing has been determined as yet concerning the origins of Martha Stone.
Henry must have then decided (or been persuaded) to take holy orders.  He was in fact ordained priest by the Bishop of Exeter in 1744.  However, by 1742 he had acquired the curacy of Ermington, which he kept till 1755.  Some of his children were baptised in Ermington, some in Modbury.  In a 1753 visitation of the parishes in the Diocese of Exeter Henry Legassicke was described as sick, and excused.  The document noted that he also took services in Kingston Chapel.
  What curacy, if any, he held after 1755 is uncertain.  One is left wondering whether the Revd. Henry Legassicke was somehow tinged with the streak of lunacy which had affected his uncle.  In a chancery case brought by his son Henry in 1770 the Revd. Henry Legassicke was described by that son as ‘wholly unacquainted with business, distressed in his circumstances, easily imposed upon and ignorant of his grandfather’s will’.
  That a 17 year old could describe his late father in such terms would seem to indicate the Revd. Henry Legassicke was certainly of weak and possibly imbalanced character.  
The Revd. Henry Legassicke died and was buried in Modbury in 1763.  He did not leave a will.  His widow Martha lived until 1802.  She died aged 80 and was also buried in Modbury Churchyard, where there is a memorial to her.  Not far away from this there is another memorial stone, to Prestwood Legassicke, the curate’s mother, and then another stone to a Legassicke, whose Christian name is no longer legible.
These few details that are known about Henry Legassicke, James and Prestwood Legassicke’s eldest son, would seem at least partially to account for the way he was treated in both their wills.  Returning to Prestwood Legassicke, she was quite possibly a strong character.  She is mentioned several times in the diaries of Edmund Andrews, who seems to have acted as an agent for the Legassicke family between about 1745 and 1764 or afterwards.
  Along with her son James, the attorney, she is described as doing certain land deals.  Edmund Andrews also lent her bottles – for wine, perhaps.  She was godmother to two of his children.  He witnessed her will, and also noted her death in July 1764.
Prestwood had survived her husband by 22 years.  She also left a (PCC) will.  There are some odd features in this.  By the time of her death, Prestwood’s only grandchildren were the six surviving children of her late son, the Revd. Henry Legassicke, and his wife Martha.
  Her daughter, Mary, who had recently married, was to have two sons later.  Prestwood did indeed make small bequests to her grandsons Henry and James Legassicke, and to her four granddaughters, Mary, Elizabeth, Martha and Prestwood, but she left the bulk of her possessions and property to her eldest surviving son James, the executor of her will, who was by then aged 44 and still a bachelor.  Her other son, George, though married, was childless.  She anticipated trouble from her daughter in law, Martha, and Martha’s sons, re the smallness of her bequests to them, but decided to pre-empt this.  In case Martha or her sons “give my executor any trouble or molestation on account of what I hereby give them .... then in such case neither her nor any of her children are to be entitled to any legacies herein provided”.  These legacies were to go to her son James instead.  Once again, something very odd was going on.  Even if Prestwood disapproved of her late son Henry’s lifestyle and of his wife, Martha, surely she was not so spiteful as to begrudge her only grandchildren (at the time) some sort of inheritance.  The family’s dysfunctionality was manifesting itself once again.
Prestwood was right to predict trouble after her death.  In 1770, as has already been mentioned, Henry Legassicke, aged only 17 and seemingly by then the eldest surviving son of the Revd. Henry Legassicke, took his Uncle James to court.
  His claim was essentially that his grandfather James’s will was deficient, and did not take into account eventualities which occurred, and that his Uncle James was playing on these deficiencies.  He further claimed that his Uncle James had made an agreement after the Revd. Henry Legassicke’s death to rent Poundwell House from Henry’s widow, Martha.  The same had been agreed, but no rent had been paid since then and Uncle James had let the house fall into disrepair.  Furthermore Uncle James was now claiming the inheritance of the house.
By the time Uncle James died (in 1773) he seems to have mellowed a little.  In his will he left property in Holbeton to his nephew James Legassicke (b.1755) and £10 each ‘to all the sons and daughters of my late brother Henry’.  However, the residue of his estate he willed to his brother George and his sisters Mary Gidoin and Elizabeth Legassicke.

When Uncle George Legassicke died as a childless widower in 1789 he possessed a goodly part of the fortune which had descended from his grandfather Henry Legassicke, the attorney.  However, the family feud or rift seems to have continued.  Henry Legassicke, his only surviving nephew – the young man who had taken his Uncle James to court – received a mere £100.  George made several quite generous bequests to the children of the daughters of his late brother Henry, but it was to his sister Mary Gidoin that he bequeathed the major part of his estate.  She erected a fine monument in his memory on a wall in Ugborough Church.  Neither George nor his late brother James mentioned in their wills their sister-in-law Martha, the widow of their late brother, the Revd. Henry Legassicke.  By their deaths James and George Legassicke almost succeeded in extinguishing Legassicke presence in Modbury – but not quite.  
The children of the Revd. Henry Legassicke and Martha née Stone
It appears that this couple had three sons and four daughters.  Nothing is known of the eldest son, John (b.1745) – he may well have died young.
  The next son, Henry (1752-1826), seems to have trained as a lawyer, but for how long he practised is not known.
  He very probably married Ann Ashwicke in Modbury in 1777.  The couple do not seem to have had any children, and Ann was buried in Modbury in late 1808.  
In 1801 Henry was nearly murdered, according to a letter published in The Times of 28th April that year.  There were riots in South Devon over the high price of corn, butter and potatoes.  “A mob, consisting of near seven hundred people, came to their houses [those of the Revd. Stackhouse and Henry Legassicke, both in Modbury], with a halter in one hand and a written paper in the other for signature ........... .  One fellow had the impudence to come into Mr. Legassicke’s kitchen, take a candle, and grease the cord to make the knot alert round his neck; but on finding this gentleman and some friends he had with him were prepared with fire-arms, and that a messenger had been dispatched for a troop of cavalry, the banditti drew off without doing any mischief.”  The letter ended with the sentence, “If something is not done, this part of Devonshire will be as unsafe as Ireland.”
In 1802 Henry Legassicke ‘of Modbury’ took out a lease on a tenement and some land in the parish and Manor of Bigbury.  By 1811 he must have retired to Ringmore.  In two further leases of property in Bigbury, which he took out in 1811 and 1812, he was described as Gentleman of Ringmore.
  He made his will at Ringmore Cottage in 1824, describing himself as ‘afflicted with gout’, died and was buried in Ringmore in 1826.  

From his will it would appear that the senior branch of the family, despite the problems they had with more junior branches, had managed to hold on to quite a lot of land and were not as badly off as the contents of wills (mentioned above) might have led one to believe.  Henry still held Mothecombe and Nethercombe in Holbeton, Beers Tenement and a slate quarry at Spiddlestone in Brixton, Modbury Park, the Sheephams and Chatwells (dwelling houses near Palm Cross Green, Modbury), Palm Cross Green itself, ‘the trees growing on all that my borough of Modbury and Manor of Green Modbury’, and the mills called New Mills or Modbury Mills.  In addition he had recently purchased the Manor of Dodbrooke from Edward Hodges Esq., together with the wharfs, limekilns etc. within Dodbrooke and West Alvington.  In addition he had £3,500 invested in 3% Consols.  Henry seems at sometime to have sold the land at Buckyeat in Little Hempston – which featured much earlier in this paper.  That land had certainly been bequeathed to his father, the Revd. Henry Legassicke, back in 1743.  
Henry, by his will of 1824, divided those lands listed above between the children of his sisters, three of whom had married.  

1) Elizabeth had married John Palling (very probably a cousin) in 1774 and had had one daughter, Elizabeth, living in London in 1824, who had married Henry Mayo. 

2) Martha Legassicke had married Capt. Abraham Crespin, R.N. in 1776, and had had a son George Henry Legassicke Crespin, a surgeon, who had in turn two sons. 

3) Prestwood Love Legassicke (1750-1823) had married the Revd. John Froude (1743-1803) in 1769, and had had one son, also named John, and four daughters.

The Revd. Henry Legassicke and Martha had one more daughter, Mary (b.1743/4), who does not appear to have married.  They also had one more son, James (1755-1782).  James trained a surgeon and joined the Royal Navy.  He was lost in the wreck of the Glorieux in 1782.  He had not married.
The End of the Legassickes of Modbury

With the death of Henry Legassicke of Modbury and Ringmore (1752-1826) the surname Legassicke came to an end in Modbury, after being prominent there for about 150 years.  What little it has proved possible to find out about the character of the Modbury Legassickes has revealed that many of them had a somewhat quarrelsome and litigious temperament.
  However, certain of them served the town as attorneys, doctors, pharmacists and curates, and hopefully did so well and with fairness.  Those wills that have survived don’t show them to have been highly philanthropic – only one gave some money to the poor of the parish.  Edmund Andrews, the diary writer who served members of the family as agent for many years, was always respectful when he included them in an entry.  There is nothing to suggest that this business relationship with them was anything other than beneficial to both sides, and, as has been mentioned earlier, Edmund Andrews invited members of the Legassicke family to be godparents to his children.  No portraits of any of the Legassickes of Modbury are known to have survived – none are mentioned in any will.  Other than wills and witness accounts – perhaps one should be grateful that they were so litigious – no documents written by any family member have come to light.  Besides the monstrously exaggerated eulogy quoted in Section 1 and an Assize Court Judge’s opinion of Henry the attorney’s Jacobite sympathies, one other brief personal glimpse of one member of the Legassicke family survives.

In 1745 the first edition of a book entitled An Apology for the Life of Mr. Bampfylde-Moore Carew, commonly called the King of the Beggars, was published.   Carew was a gentleman vagabond, who preferred to eke out a living by duping members of the gentry all around the country with fantastic tales of his adventures and misfortunes.  He was a master of disguise and possessed an enormously fertile imagination and quick wit.   Carew wrote in the third person singular.  Of an incident very near the end of his adventures – probably in about 1740 – Carew wrote:

Some time after this, Mr. Carew exercising his profession at Modbury (where Squire 
Rhode’s father lived) among other houses made his application to Squire Legassick’s, 
where he [Young Squire Rhodes] was visiting.  Mr. Carew knocked at the kitchen door, 
which being opened, he saw his old friend the Squire [Rhodes], who was then alone, 
and in a careless manner swinging his cane about.  As soon as he [Carew] began to tell 
his lamentable tale, Mr Rhodes said, “I was twice in one day imposed on by that rogue Bampfylde Carew, of whose gang you may very likely be.  Furthermore I do not live 
here, but am a stranger.”  Meantime in comes Squire Legassicke with a bottle of wine 
in his hand, giving Mr. Carew a private wink, to let him understand he knew him, and 
then very gravely enquired into the circumstance of his misfortune, as also of the affairs 
and inhabitants of Dartmouth, from whence he [Carew] pretended to have sailed several times, of all of which he gave a full and particular account. Whereupon Mr. Legassick 
gave him half a crown, and recommended him as a real object to Mr Rhodes, who then
made him [Carew] the same present, upon which Mr. Legassick burst out laughing, 
and being asked the reason thereof, he could not forbear telling him [Mr. Rhodes], even 
in Mr. Carew’s presence.  And Mr. Rhodes finding himself thus a third time imposed on, 
with a great deal of good nature made himself merry therewith.
Squire Ambrose Rhodes III (1704-1777), who was visiting Modbury, lived in Buckland Tout Saints, near Kingsbridge.  His wife was Sarah Andrew, daughter of Solomon Andrew and Mary née Hockmore, Mary being the elder sister of Prestwood Hockmore, who had become the wife of Squire James Legassicke (1690-1742/3).  On the previous page of his memoirs Carew had described how he had earlier managed to trick Ambrose Rhodes twice in one day.  It is good to visualise the two squires, Legassicke and Rhodes, enjoying a good laugh and sharing a bottle of wine with the most talented trickster of the day.
5. – FINALE

The reasons for writing this paper were set out in the introduction.  Research into court cases has certainly succeeded in revealing some hitherto uncharted connections.  Other sources studied – particularly items found on the internet, in A2A and Google Books – have added a little detail here and there to what was already well known.  Thus, a few gaps have indeed been filled.

Through the research undertaken, the author has managed to his own satisfaction to chart his own Legassicke ancestors back as far as seems possible, with some connections inevitably remaining uncertain due to lost registers and wills.  The floundering-around among ancient sources which resulted in the determining of his ancestry has been recorded above, in the hope that it may help other Legassicke researchers to determine their own roots in more detail.
However, the reader will have noticed throughout this paper that there are still huge gaps waiting to be filled.  It seems to the author that the only way in which some of these gaps might be filled is to start with a greater amount of evidence at hand, particularly that which remains to be culled from parish registers not covered by IGI.   There is a huge amount of Legassicke research still to be done.
Richard G. Grylls, 1 Longfield Road, Tring, HP 23 4DQ, U.K. – November 2008

APPENDIX
LEGASSICK(E)  MARRIAGE  LICENCES  AND  WILLS

MARRIAGE  LICENCES

Licences for marriages – which avoided the necessity of banns being read on three successive Sundays before a marriage – were issued, at a price, by various courts.  Legassick(e) licences have so far been found in three courts, those of the Bishop of Exeter (whose diocese covered Cornwall as well as Devon before 1900), of the Vicar General and the Faculty Office, both the latter courts being located in London.  Licences issued by all three courts have been indexed by surname, both by groom and bride.  The original licence bonds have survived for the two London courts, but not for Devon and Cornwall court.  Some entries in the indexes were not accurately transcribed from the originals – there are two examples of that below.  In several cases below the actual marriage has not been found in any parish register.  This means that either the marriage did not take place, or – more likely – it took place in an unexpected church, or the record was somehow omitted from the expected register.  The number of the Legassick(e) Tree on which each marriage is shown, if known, is indicated between square brackets at the end of the line.

Devon & Cornwall (1523-1762)

1596, Dec 3
Thomas Lagazacke Esq. & Thomasine Fleete




[--]


[No parish is given in the index, and no marriage or further traces have been found.]

1610, July 13
Henry Legassick of St. Issey, gent, & Thomasine Betty, dau. of Henry 

Betty of the same parish







[2]

[The ‘marriage’ took place at Lt. Petherick, but was probably not entered in the register.]
1619, June 29
Henry Legassicke of Attlehempston & Jane Bartlett of Brixton


[2]

[His parish should be Little Hempston.  Both registers are lost for 1619.] 

1632, May 9
Andrew Legassick of Yalmpton & Joanna Slade of the same


[2]


[Their marriage is not recorded in the Yealmpton register.]


1634/5, Feb 21
Richard Cleine of Ermington & Joanna Barnes alias Legassicke of the same
[1]


[His surname was probably Cleeve, not Cleine.]

1639/40, Feb 4
Richard Legassicke of Ermington & Edith Bully of Rin(g)more


[--]


[Marriage not found, and the identity of Richard not determined.]

1644, Aug 20
Edward Palke of Little Hempston & Margery Legassick of the same

[2]


[Register missing for that year.]

1671, Apr 25
Simon Bellamy & Elizabeth Legassick of Exeter




[2]


[They married in Ipplepen later that year.]

1699/1700, Jan 12
“Let no licence be granted to William Legassick of Holbeton, hellier, and Elizabeth Hinckston, daughter of William Hinckston of the same parish, before the said William be first called.”










[4]


[William did marry a lady named Elizabeth, but the marriage has not been located.]

1705/6, Feb 22

“Let no licence be granted to Mistress Frances Legassicke of Modbury and 
Benjamin Evans, before Mr Henry Legassicke, father of the said Frances, be called.”

[3]


[This potential marriage certainly did not take place.]

1715, May 24
John Hingston & Ann Legassicke, both of Modbury



[3]

1730, June 4
Richard Legassicke of Totnes & Susanna Vavasor also of Totnes


[3]

1747, Dec 19
Richard Legassicke of Totnes, gent, & Elizabeth Amyatt the younger 
of the same parish







[3]

1751, Oct 29
George Legassicke of Modbury, surgeon, & Ann Savery, spinster

[3]

Vicar General (1660-1850)

1779, Nov 15
William Legassicke, 25, of St. Mary Newington [S. London] and Ann Wakefield, 24, of the same parish







[8]

Faculty Office (1632-1850)
1783, June 16
Joseph Legassicke, 24, of St. Paul, Deptford, & Ann Sunday, 22, of Greenwich, to marry at Greenwich 







[8]

1805, Sept 25
Thomas Legassicke, 21, of Twickenham, & Nancy Pincott, widow of the same, to marry at Twickenham







[8]

1809, Nov 16
Mary Ann Legassick, 16, a minor, & Benjamin Carter, 21, of St. Paul, Deptford, with consent of Mary Legassick, widow, to marry at Deptford, St. Paul

[8]

It is probable that the William Legassicke who married at St. Mary Newington and the Joseph Legassicke who married at Greenwich were brothers, and that the Mary Ann Legassicke, who married in Deptford, was the daughter of their brother John.  John died less than a month before his daughter’s marriage.  Both Joseph and John Legassicke left wills (PCC), as is shown below. 

It appears that the Thomas Legassicke who married in Twickenham and died in Isleworth stemmed from Deptford, where a child of that name was born in 1762.  It may well be that the ‘21’ above was simply ‘over 21’.  He was aged 65 when he died in 1827, which fits exactly.  He left a will (PCC), as is shown below.  His will mentioned ‘the unexpired term of a lease of a house in Edward Lane, St. Paul, Deptford,’ which he left to an apprentice named William Watts.   
WILLS (up to 1858)

Wills of more wealthy people or those with properties in two counties or those serving in the army or navy tended to be proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC), in London.  Several Legassick(e) wills were proved in that court.  Other wills were proved within the county where the testator died.  In Devon there were sundry courts located in Exeter, and Archdeaconry courts located in Barnstaple and Totnes.  All Devon wills dated earlier than 1812 were destroyed in the blitz (1942).  However, indexes of wills proved (up to 1858) in all Devon courts, save that at Totnes, have survived.  Some of the wills that were destroyed in the blitz had previously been transcribed – usually in abstract – by Miss Moger and Mr Murray. There are copies of these abstracts in the West Country Studies Library in Exeter.  Some evidence of wills proved in Totnes can be found in legal sources, e.g. Star Chamber and Chancery Court documents, also in a vast collection of legal papers at the Devon Record Office (DRO), indexed under the title Testamentary Causes by Miss Moger.  Several of those wills were abstracted by Moger or Murray.  Copies of the wills of four Modbury Legassickes have survived in a collection of family papers now held at the DRO.  
Also, the indexes of the four major London courts have been searched, namely the Commissary Court [London Comm.], the Consistory Court, and the courts of the Archdeaconry of both London and Middlesex.  A will and an administration were found in one of these indexes.
Sadly the total number of Legassick(e) wills, extant or known about, is rather low.  Almost certainly more Legassick(e) wills were proved at Totnes than are marked Totnes below.  

1606
Henry Legassicke of ‘Hollacombe’



(lost)

            [1?]

1633
Henry Legassicke, the elder of Ermyngton, yeoman
Totnes
(Murray abstract)
[1]

1650
John Legassicke of Burraton in Ermington 


(Murray abstract)
[1]

1663
Henry Legassicke of Little Hempston, snr.

Totnes
(Chancery case)

[2]

1670
Henry Legassicke of Little Hempston, jnr.

Totnes
(Chancery case)

[2]

1718
John Legassicke of Buckyeat, Lt. Hempston, clerk

(Murray abstract)
[2]
1718
John Legassicke, surgeon of Ratcliffe, Stepney


(London Comm.)          [3?]

1723
William Legassicke of New England, America (admon.)

(London Comm.)
[--]
1735
Henry Legassicke of Modbury, attorney


Totnes
(Z7 Box 15 at DRO)
[3]

1743
James Legassicke of Modbury, gent.



(PCC)


[3]

1765
Prestwood Legassicke of Modbury, widow


(PCC)


[3]

1773
James Legassicke of Modbury



Totnes
(Z7 Box 15 at DRO)
[3]

1785
George Legassicke of Ugborough


Totnes
(Z7 Box 15 at DRO)
[3]

1794
Joseph Legassicke of HMS Phoenix, carpenter (Deptford)
(PCC)


[8]

1803
Henry Legassicke of Modbury, cordwainer

Totnes
(Z7 Box 15 at DRO)
[2]

1809
John Legassicke of Deptford, victualler



(PCC)


[8]

1814
George Legassick of St. Mary Northgate, Canterbury

(PCC)


[6]

1825
Richard Legassicke of Bigbury, mason



(Devon)

[4]

1826
Henry Legassicke of Ringmore, esquire



(PCC)


[3]

1827
Henry Legasicke of Plymouth Charles, cordwainer

(Devon)

[2]

1827
Thomas Legassicke of Isleworth, gent.



(PCC)


[8]

1851
John Le Gassick of Maida Vale, Paddington
 

(PCC)

     [7 & 10]

1856
William Legassick of Cork Street, London, tailor

(PCC)

     [7 & 10]
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�  The present author has in fact done this for most of the parishes where Legassickes are known to have lived. 


�  One website, www.surnamedb.com, suggests that the name is an Anglicization of the old French surname “Legasquenet”, a locational name, implying that a person came from Gascony.  


�   A Christopher Gazicke, son of Nicholas, was baptised in Buckland Monachorum in 1566, and a Joanna Gazicke married there in 1582.  All three may well have been members of the Legassicke Clan.


�  These mediaeval names were found by Gover, and recorded in his ‘Cornish Place Names’.


�  AR/2/180 at The Cornwall Office, Truro (CRO)


�  The place name Legossick does not appear on current Ordnance Survey Landranger Maps.  However, on the six inch to a mile O.S. map of 1906, Legossick Mine (lead) is shown just a little south of what is now called ‘Pinkson Creek’, off the River Camel.  Thus, the farm named Legossick must have been almost exactly one mile E.N.E. of St. Issey Church. 


�  CA/B47/40 at the Cornwall Record Office (CRO) – the surname is given incorrectly as Lagalak on A2A.


�  There are no surviving earlier Bishop’s Transcripts for Ermington. 


�  This court case is the subject of another paper by the present author, entitled Legassicke v. Betty – who told the truth?


�  However, a chancery case mentioned below (C 10/132/83) suggests that this Henry at least owned part of the lands in St. Issey. 


�  72/323 at the Plymouth and West Devon Record Office (PWDRO)


�  Though the original of this will is lost, an abstract of it was made by Miss Moger, which can be seen at the West Country Studies Library in Exeter (WCSL).


�  This was of Henry Legassicke and Joan Barron.  They had two children before Henry died in 1633, leaving a will of which Miss Moger made an abstract. 


�  A marriage licence was granted in Exeter in 1639/40 to Richard Legassicke of Ermington and Edith Bully of Ringmore.  However that Richard was probably the Richard ‘Jasicke’ who signed the 1641 Protestation in Ringmore, and had a son George there in 1642/3.  That son may have been buried in Ermington in 1645.     


�   The only (Le) Gassick in Ermington at the time of the 1674 Hearth Tax was Michael, who was ‘poor’.


�   On the other hand this Henry may have been the one whose will was proved in 1606.


�   A few of these 12 BTs are damaged, or torn, or survive only partially.  


�   Devon and Cornwall Marriage Licences – in the transcript he was erroneously said to be of ‘Attlehempston’.


�   C 10/132/83 at The National Archives, Kew, London (TNA)


�   Moger’s testamentary causes, part 1, p.913, bundle 109 (Devon Record Office)


�   The date is taken from an abstract made by Miss Moger in her Testamentary Causes.  These are now held at the Devon Record Office, Exeter (DRO).


�   There is no sign of his burial, but another son named John was baptised in 1633/4.


�   C 10/153/66 (TNA)


�   C 10/132/83 (TNA)


�   C 22/223/10,  C 10/208/8,  C 10/230/23,  C 9/263/2 (TNA)


�  Simon Bellamy, merchant of Exeter, married Elizabeth Legassicke by licence in Ipplepen in 1671.


�  In 1707 a change of apprenticeship was noted in the records of the Dyers Company.  John Cook, son of John Cook of Horsleydown, Surrey, butcher apprentice to Henry Legassick, was turned over to Samuel Pugh, dyer.  The punctuation seems to suggest that Henry Legassick was a butcher.  However, it seems more likely that John Cook Snr. was the butcher, and that his son’s apprenticeship was being transferred from one dyer to another.


�   Moger’s testamentary causes, part 1, p.913, bundle 109 (DRO)


�   Ms 639, pp. 307 & 405 (Lambeth Palace Library)


�  Nor were they buried in Little Hempston, where both of them had been born and did live briefly later.


�   C 10/163/39 (TNA)


�   The will of this Walter Bogan was presumably proved in Totnes, since it does not appear in any index.


�   A detailed description of the case is available on the Internet.


�   The original will is lost, but a transcript survives (at WCSL), which was made by Miss Moger.


�  The most generous contributor in the parish was William Bogan, who gave £6 – 5s – 0d.


�   From the will of John Legassick, Rector, and the will of the attorney himself it is clear that this girl later became known as Elizabeth.


�  The Christian name was also spelt Rabish or Rabidge, and may well have been a surname originally.


�  C 10/197/49 (TNA)


�  C 22/554/17 (TNA)


�  It now appears that this licence entry may have included a mis-transcription.  Joan’s new husband, Richard, was almost certainly surnamed Cleeve.  A goodly clutch of children were born to this couple in Ermington in the years following 1634/5.  It does not appear that a will of either Richard or Joan Cleeve has survived.


�  PH 366 at the Cornwall Record Office (CRO)


�  A Richard Legassicke – almost certainly an adult – was buried in Modbury in 1699.  This could have been the tanner, or a totally different Richard.  There is no sign of a Modbury burial for the tanner’s wife, Elizabeth. 


�  C 10/230/23 and C 9/263/2 (TNA)


�  Historic Manuscript Commission, Vol. 32, p.38


�  He was listed as a freeholder in 1721 (QS7/9 at DRO), living in Modbury.  Documents concerning a few of his land acquisitions have survived, and references to them can be found on the website A2A. 


�  Presumably this was the Manor of Great Modbury, which had been owned by the Champerknownes.


�  www.modbury-heritage.co.uk 


�  C 6/340/60 & 51 (TNA)


�  C 9/466/92 (TNA)


�  Almost all male Bogans who died in Little Hempston during the 1600s made bequests to the poor of the parish, such that the combined sum was quite considerable and needed to be administered by an ‘expert’.


�  Z7 Box 15 (DRO).  The original will was probably proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Totnes.


�  If this descendancy from Andrew Legassicke is correct, then the Revd. John Legassicke would have been a second cousin of the John and Elizabeth Legassicke of Yealmpton, his beneficiaries.


�  74/527/2 (PWDRO)


�  References can be found on the A2A website.


�  See p.29 for a possible scenario as to what happened to this John.


�  Research into the Perring/Palling/Princess Diana connections was carried out by Guy Roberts of Cheltenham.


�  He was a ‘surgeon’ in 1739, when giving evidence in a Legassicke court case (C 11/2785/16, TNA)


�  In the Pascoe Legassicke pedigree already mentioned, Sarah is incorrectly shown as Susanna. 


�  This will (now lost) was proved in Totnes.  An abstract of it was made by Miss Moger (WCSL).


�  Could he have been the Richard Legassicke buried in Modbury in 1699?  (See footnote 40) 


�  www.sherriff-family.com 


�  Yealmpton 731/162, at the Plymouth and West Devon Record Office (PWDRO) 


�  296A/PO 511 (DRO)


�  Z/7/Box 15 (DRO) – the original will was proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Totnes.


�  It seems unlikely that the John marrying in 1770 was the son (b.1745) of the Revd. Henry and Martha Legassicke.  That John, since he does not appear in any ‘main-branch’ documents, may well have died young. 


�  An Edward Hill married Rebecca Foster in Totnes in 1642.  They had a daughter Rebeka, who was baptised in Totnes in 1643.  Despite the distance away, this Rebecca seems a slightly better candidate to have been the wife of Richard Legassicke.


�  A note appears in the index of Devon and Cornwall Marriage Licences for 1699/1700 as follows:  Let no licence be granted to William Legassick of Holbeton, hellier [roofer], and Elizabeth Hinckston, daughter of William of the same parish, before the said William be first called.  No marriage seems to have taken place.


�  This list, compiled by Ray Osborne, can be found via the Genuki listing for West Alvington.


�  818A PO 138 (DRO)


�  One of their sons, John (b.1821), was the ancestor of a large branch of the clan who emigrated to California, one of the present-day descendants being Greg Legassick, the originator of the Legassick Website.


�  Some of the more immediate descendants of George, the house proprietor, seem to have retained the surname ‘Gassick’, including a William Gassick (b.c.1840) who was living in Kensington with his family in 1871, working as a plasterer.  The Californian branch has rightly reverted to the original surname.  


�  The only one of William and Joan Legassick’s daughters to marry was Joan (b.1737, West Alvington).  She married in Charleton in 1758, the marriage being witnessed by William Legassick, her father or brother.


�  William Legassick, ‘a child of Dodbrooke’, buried in West Alvington in 1770, must have been William and Sarah’s son.   Another of their children, Jemima (b.1781), was probably buried in West Alvington in 1783.


�  330/4 (PWDRO, Prance Collection)


�  It seems possible that they also had a daughter named Matilda, born between 1815 and 1820, who later married Thomas Boon, tailor, in London.  See the London section, later in this chapter.


�  Two children of this couple, one being James, were baptised in St. George, Hanover Square, London.


�  3639A/PO1 (DRO), and in the Devon Family History Society Index of Apprentices. 


�  RG 9/4455 f92


�  1579A-O/24/54 (DRO)


�  2160 A/PO (DRO)


�  1/717/11 & 12 (PWDRO)


�  The couple had a son, John, baptised in St. Olave, Southwark, in 1702/3.  Were there other children?


�  George may have been a ‘sailor’, and may have died in Leicester in 1836, aged 29.  His widow died in 1854.


�  She was ‘of Chelsea’ at the time of their marriage, and possibly John was too.  The wording is unclear.


�  ADM 106/1156/145 and ADM 106/1168/32 & 69 (TNA)


�  ADM 6/22/435 & 456 and ADM 6/23/36, 104 & 353 (TNA)


�  HO 107/701/10 f15


�  RG 9/4440 f185


�  HO 107/673/17 f15


�  MS 11936/499 no 1017384 (Guildhall Library, London)


�  HO 107/1466 f472


�  Two other sons, John William (b.1823) and Robert (b.1833), must have died young.


�  At the Commissary Court in London


�  RG 9/40 f75


�  No survey has been carried out by the writer as to the distribution of the surname outside the U.K.  There are certainly people with the surname in the U.S.A., in Virginia, Florida, Michigan, Iowa and California.


�  69/M/5/230 & 231 (PWDRO)


�  C 11/2785/16 (TNA)


�  A note appears among the index of Devon and Cornwall Marriage Licences for 1705/6 as follows:  Let no licence be granted to Mistress Frances Legassicke of Modbury and Benjamin Evans, before Mr Henry Legassicke, father of the said Frances, be first called.  Presumably Frances’s father, the attorney, did not approve of her first choice of marital partner.


�  107/152 & 153 (PWDRO)


�  Quoted in Fashioning Adultery; Gender, Sex and Civility 1660-1740, David Turner (CUP, 2002).  His sources were documents in the Lambeth Palace Library, Bbb 826/8 & 10.


�  C 5/134/25 (TNA)


�  Mentioned in C 10/430/39 (TNA)  


�  Mary (b.1691/2) and Jane (b.1692/3) had in fact both married twice by 1714.


�  He cut off  Edmund Andrews’s ‘great wen’ on 21 Nov 1764 (Andrews Diaries, PWDRO)


�  Essex marriage licence, granted on the same day as the couple married.


�  Chanter 227 – Visitation (DRO)


�  C12/1322/46 (TNA)


�  Edmund Andrews Diaries – 535/3-6 (PWDRO)


�  One of these children, John (b.1745), is not mentioned in her will.  It is not at all clear whether he was still alive in 1764.  He is not mentioned in the wills of his two uncles either.


�  C 12/1322/46 (TNA)


�  Since he is not mentioned in any will (including that of his grandmother, in 1764), it seems very unlikely he was the John Legassicke who married Jane Chappell in 1770.  Was he the drummer mentioned in Chapter 3?


�  Attorney of Modbury, 1774-78, in lists of freeholders (QS series at DRO)


�  D/MAP 134 & 152 at the Dorset History Centre


�   There are twenty four further chancery cases concerning members of the Legassicke family, dating from 1729 to 1785, the papers surviving from which have not as yet been examined.  The likelihood that every one of these cases pertains to the Modbury family is high.
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