Will of Prestwood Legassick of Modbury 1764


In the name of God Amen, this is the last Will and Testament of me. Prestwood Legassick, of Modbury in the County of Devon, Widow, made the twelfth day of June, one thousand and seven hundred and sixty four when of sound perfect and disposing mind, memory and understanding, and in the first place I most humbly resign my soul to God – infinito morey, and desire that my body may be buried decently and privately in the churchyard of Modbury aforesaid so near as may be to the grave of Mr. James Legassicke my dear husband, the bearers to be eight of my son James Legassicke Tenants and to have Hat bands and Gloves and five shillings in money each. And as for my Temporal Estate I dispose thereto as follows.

First I give to my son George Legassicke forty pounds of lawful British money to be paid at the end of five years next after my decease.  I also give to my said son George Legassicke my Silver Buttor Dish and Silver Cup marked in the side with the letters G.L. and Sceptor piece of Gold.

I give to John Luscombe of Coombe Royal Esquire and to my son James Legassicke two hundred pounds of lawful British Money in Trust for my daughter Mary Gidion to be paid as herein after directed that is to say my said son James Legassicke is to keep the said two hundred pounds in his hand five years after my decease without interest and after that time to pay interest for the said two hundred pounds after the rate of two pounds and a half per cent per Annum to his said sister Mary Gidion during her life, her receipt in writing to be proper discharge for the same. And after her decease the said Legacy of two hundred pounds is to be paid to her female issue if any and for Default of Female issue to her male issue and in case she have no issue at the time of her death then to who so ever my said daughter please to give it either by will or any other attested Writing under her hand. I also give to my Daughter Mary Gidion a Sceptor Piece of Gold and my large Silver Tea Pott and Silver Milk Jugg belonging .

I give to my son-in-law Captain John Lewis Gidion my little pair of silver Salvers marked with H.E.L.

I give my daughter Elizabeth Legassicke forty pounds of lawful British Money to be paid at the end of five years after my decease. I also give to my daughter Elizabeth Legassicke a Sceptor Piece of Gold and my large Embossed Silver Candle Cup and Cover.

I give to my grandson Henry Legassicke when he attains the age of one and twenty years My silver Punch bowl, and Silver Ladle and my embossed Silver Dish with two ears which is generally used for sugar when Punch is made.

I give to my grandson James Legassicke my Silver Inkstand, not the largest but the next in size to the largest.

I give to my four granddaughters Mary Legassicke, Elizabeth Legassicke, Martha Legassicke  and Prestwood Legassicke one hundred pounds a piece of lawful British Money which said Legacay on one hundred pounds is to be paid to each of them at the end of five years after my decease.  Also I give to each of my granddaughters two of my silver spoons.  Also I give to my granddaughter Prestwood Legassicke a Sceptor piece of Gold as she is my God daughter.

Also I give to my said Grandaughters my four mourning ringswhich are enamelled with white to each, one ring.

I give my Daughter–in- law Martha Legassicke Widow all my wearing apparel both linen and woollen and also one Sceptor Piece of Gold in Rememberance of me. Also I give my said Daughter-in –law twenty pounds of lawful British money to buy Mourning for her children, and further it is my Will and Desire and I do hereby declare and ordain that in cases my said Daughter-in-Law Martha Legassicke or any person on her behalf or on behalf of either of her sons do at any time after my decease give my Executor herein after named, any trouble or Molestation on account of what I hereby give him or what he hath enjoyed and doth enjoy by virtue of his late father’s will then in such cases neither her my said daughter-in–law nor any of her children are to be entitled to any Legacies above mentioned to be given them, but the said legacies are to go to my Executor for his own use, and every legatee mentioned in this my will is to give full and proper Discharge to my Exexcutor hereafter named for each of their respective Legacies paid to them.

Anxionel Penwick my late Servant one Guinea.

I give my servant Frances Fox one guinea if she continue in my service till the time of my decease.

I give to my two God Daughters Sarah Andrews and Ann Andrews to each of them a Sceptor Piece of Gold.

Also I give and devise and bequest unto my son James Legassicke his heirs and assigns for ever all that my Barton of Halwell Combe within the parish of Bigbury and County of Devon aforesaid and also my Tenement adjoining thereto commonly called Shullafufrzes and all other messuages, Land’ Tenements and Heredilaments with their and every of their Appurtenances. And I also give and bequest unto my said son James Legassicke all the Residue and Remainder of my Goods and chattels, moneys Estates and Effects and do make constitute and appoint him whole and sole Executor of this my last will and Testament.

In witness whereof I have herewith set my hand and seal the Day and Year first above written

Prestwood Legassicke

Signed and sealed by the said Prestwood Legassicke Testatrix and declared to be her last will and Teatament in the presence of us who have hereunto subscribed our names in her presence and at her request.

Matth  Palling



Prestwood Palling


Ed  Andrews

Proved at London 9th Jan 1765 before the judge by oath of James Legassicke the son and sole exor to whom admon was granted he having been first sworn by commission duly to administer.








Deputy Registers

Hen. Stevens










John Stevens










G. Gosling

NOTES


A photocopy of the transcript of this will was sent to me many years ago.  I am no longer sure who sent it to me.


Use of capital letters and punctuation is random.  I have tried to arrange it so it make sense.


Witnesses to the will were Matthias Palling and Prestwood Palling.  I have found they also had a daughter called Prestwood.  In 1774 Prestwood Legassick’s grandaughter Elizabeth married John Palling.  Is there a connection between the two families and is Prestwood a more common Christian name than we thought or are the Prestwood’s connected? 


GLOSSARY:


MESSUAGES: dwelling house with outbuilding and land


TENEMENTS: lands or dwellings from which rents may be derived





Existing transcription typed up by Sue Simpson nee Legassick. Frome, England March 2008











